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E  I)  1  T  ()  R  '  S  I)  E  S  k 


l-irs*  the  dream,  then  the  committees. 
Congratulations  to  two  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  who 
have  successfully  completed  one- person  projects. 

In  1997  June  Osterberg  took  on  the  task  of 
returning  a  vandalized  sculpture  of  a  California  bear 
to  the  tins  triangle  park  at  Union  and  Columbus 
where  it  had  stood  for  decades.  1  xxrals  fond  of  the 
little  guv  learned  that  the  City  wouldn't  cover  the 
repair  hill,  so  June  asked  local  merchants  to  place 
fundraising  collection  jars  on  their  counters.  She 
patiently  collected  and  deposited  the  proceeds,  dol- 
lar-bv -dollar,  while  the  giant  Coke  bottle  sculpture 
at  Pac  Bell  Park  was  approved,  and  the  concrete 
poured  for  a  costly  cold  bench  in  Washington 
Square.  (Citizens  who  resent  such  objects  sixm  dis¬ 
cover  they  are  only  fretting  extras  in  a  new  culture 
planned  for  them  by  officials  who  arc  heartily  sick 
of  public  opinion.) 

June's  update  in  this  issue  invites  us  to  join  her 
to  celebrate  the  bear's  return  to  its  pedestal --she 


deserves  a  pedestal  of  her  own. 

Mark  Bittner  will  be  featured  in  "The  Wild 
Parrots  of  San  Francisco",  a  film  in  production  now 
for  which  I  HD  is  helping  raise  funds.  From  a  cot 
tage  on  the  (ireenwich  Stairs  Mark  has  helped  sus 
tain  our  local  vtKal  IliK'k  w  ith  seed  and  care.  He  has 
put  on  SRO  slide  shows  and  established  a  web  site 
(http://www.wildparrots.com).  with  the  hope  that 
conscious  neighbors  will  demonstrate  the  con¬ 
science  necessary  to  ensure  the  birds'  habitat  on 
Telegraph  Hill.  They  arc  not  Mark's,  or  anyone 
elsc's,  pets--but  wild  things  dependent  on  pre¬ 
dictable  IikkI  sources  and  safe  places  to  roost  and 
breed. 

Mark's  in  a  media  spotlight--featuned  in  The 
Kxamincr,  on  TV's  Bay  Area  Backroads  and  feted  at 
a  fundraising  party  where  February  1 1  was  pro¬ 
claimed  Wi Id  Parrot  Day.  If  you  missed  the  event 
you  can  read  about  it  in  this  issue  and  find  out  how 
to  contribute  to  the  film. 


JULIUS 
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Freebairn-Smith  &  Crane 

Planning.  Urban  Design,  Architecture 


Rod  Freebairn-Smith 
Janet  Crane 
(415)  390  4094 
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North  'Beach  Investors 

“Unbiased,  straight  forward,  no  strings  attached  advice  ” 

R.  Scott  Durcanin 
Partner 

For  all  of  your  ROTH  IRA,  401K  to  ROTH  IRA  conversion,  and  retirement  planning  needs 


Securities  offered  through  Linsco/Private  Ledger 
Member  NASD  &  SIPC 

856  Green  Street 

San  Francisco.  CA  94133 

phone:  885-2382  web:  wtvw'  lpl.com/scott.durcanin  email:  scott.durcanin@lpl.com 


ESPRESSO  CAPPUCCINO  VINO  PANINI 


423  Columbus  Ave. 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 

Hanna  &  Sandy  Suleiman  415-397-6261 


NORTH  BEACH  PIZZA,  INC. 

1499  Grant  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  California  94133 

New  Location  Now  Open  at 
1310  Grant  Avenue  near  Vallejo 

(415)  433-2444  Fax  (415)  433-7217 


PIANO  FOR  SALE 

KAWAI  UPRIGHT,  US6XEP 
CALL  SARA  GREGORY 
391-9919 
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President’s 

A  time  for  reflection  is  currently  occupying 
much  of  my  space  as  I  come  to  terms  with  the  end  of 
my  term  as  President  of  THD.  It  seems  like  such  a 
short  while  ago  that  I  told  the  nominating  commit¬ 
tees  of  1995  and  1996  that  I  would  agree  to  serve  as 
Vice  President,  but  with  the  understanding  that  I 
would  never,  no  way,  not  a  prayer,  be  willing  to 
serve  as  President.  What  a  difference  a  few  years 
make.  Now  I  am  grateful  to  have  had  this  extraordi¬ 
nary  experience  of  working  with  such  talented,  ded¬ 
icated  officers,  directors  and  committee  chairs. 

As  the  torch  passes  to  the  new  President  and  the 
new  board,  the  current  administration  takes  pride  in 
its  accomplishments  which  were  built  upon  a  sound 
infrastructure.  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  remains  fis¬ 
cally  secure.  Through  our  lobbying  efforts  we  have 
enhanced  our  relationships  with  City  Hall  and  with 
other  neighborhood  associations.  Committees  have 
been  restructured  and  re-energized  with  vigorous 


Letter 

attention  to  increasing  participa¬ 
tion  of  THD  members.  Planning 
and  zoning  issues  increased  to 
record  numbers  and  were 
addressed  thoroughly  and  expertly. 

More  members  have  become  even 
better  educated  about  issues  that  affect  our  commu¬ 
nity,  more  are  appearing  at  City  commission  hear¬ 
ings  to  show  support  for  THD  positions.  We  are 
studying  the  possibility  of  nominating  part  of  the 
North  Beach  Commercial  District  as  an  Historic 
District;  we're  working  with  Supervisor  Mark  Leno 
on  a  moratorium  on  new  bars  and  restaurants  in 
North  Beach,  and  are  supporting  new  legislation  to 
further  restrict  provisions  of  the  planning  code  for 
the  Commercial  District. 

The  lights  are  on  again  in  Washington  Square 
Park.  The  Pioneer  Park  Project  team  has  raised  a 

continued  on  pg  20 


The  President, 

Gerry  Crowley 


ATRI 


COLDUieiA 
BANIVCR  □ 


LOUIS  J.  SILCOX,  JR 

REALTOR®  ASSOCIATE 
Previews 


'94 -'97  Top  Producer 
1699  Van  Ness  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 

Business  415.474.1750  x298 
Fax  415.771.1264 
Direct  415.474.1845  x298 
Residence  415.788.2008 
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T  H  D  Board 

November  10,  1998 

The  Board  unanimously  approved  a  motion  to  match 
THD's  contribution  last  year  to  the  Tel-Hi  Center  for 
its  holiday  book  drive  for  low  income  youth. 

December  8,  1998 
No  motions  passed 

January  12,  1999 

The  Board  unanimously  approved  the  following 
motions: 


Resolutions 

THD  will  sponsor  a  Barbary  Coast  Trail  Plaque  at 
one  of  the  following  locations  (depending  on  avail¬ 
ability)  Grant/Filbert;Grant/Greenwich; 
Stockton/Lombard  (either  of  two  sites); 
Chestnut/Grant. 

Expenses  up  to  $1,000.00  are  authorized  to  support 
THD's  Oral  History  Project. 


Social  News 


By  Diana  Blank  and  Mary  Purdy-Read 


THD's  annual  Holiday  Party  was  held 
December  6  at  Julius  Castle.  Members  and  guests 
enjoyed  breathtaking  views  on  a  beautiful  Sunday 
afternoon,  and  a  delicious  buffet.  Special  thanks  to 
Jeffrey  Pollack  for  his  always  generous  support  in 
making  this  popular  event  another  huge  success. 

The  annual  THD  Caroling  Party  took  place 
Monday  evening,  December  21,  starting  in 
Washington  Square.  Special  thanks  to  Dawne 
Bernhardt,  our  lead  vocalist,  and  Sara  Gregory  who 
accompanied  the  singing  with  her  harpsichord;  they 
led  the  carolers  through  bone-chilling  temperatures 
to  spread  Christmas  cheer  throughout  North  Beach. 
Other  carolers  included  Diana  Blank,  Mary  Purdy- 
Read,  Evelyn  Schumacher,  Pat  Cady,  Arthur  Simon, 
Howard  Wong,  Ellen  Miller,  John  Lansley,  Caroline 
Capitano,  Andy  Katz,  Judi  Powell,  Amy  Store,  Catz 
Foreman,  Jean  Mullis,  John  Dowling,  Sharyl  Kurt, 
John  Sean  Lynch,  Leilani  Chun  and  Judi  Fischer 
from  Australia.  A  warm  Fire  and  refresments  pro¬ 
vided  by  David  Norwitt  at  the  Washington  Square 
Inn  were  enjoyed  at  the  conclusion  of  the  caroling. 

On  January  19  a  cocktail  party  was  held  at 
Adolfo's  Restaurant  on  Green  Street.  THD  members 


and  guests  braved  a  blustry  night  to  enjoy  the  warm 
atmosphere  and  delicious  food  prepared  by  Derrick 
Harglow  and  staff. 

Coming  up.. .Election  of  Officers  at  the  General 
Membership  Dinner  Meeting  on  April  12.  Members 
will  receive  postcard  invitations  to  this  event. 


Here's  Another  of  Life's 

♦ 

L  I  I  L  E  Rewards. 


Now  there's  a  little  cook  in  everyone. 


Sign  up  for  the  hottest  new  event  in 
North  Beach.  Join  Chef  Jeffery  Hicks  on 
the  third  Saturday  of  every  month  for 
"What's  Cooking"  classes.  Next  class  is 
March  21,  1-3  PM.  "Stuffed  Pastas- 
Whimsical  to  Traditional". 
Cooking  classes,  lunch 
and  wine  $25.  Call  now  434-2900. 
Monday  nights  are  "Jazz  at  Little  City". 
North  Beach  favorite  John  Coppola  and 
friends  jam  from  8:30-11:30  PM. 
Telegraph  Hill  Residents-mention  the 
Semaphore  and  receive  a  complimentary 
dessert  or  glass  of  wine  at  lunch  or  dinner. 


673  UNION  STREET  •  NORTH  BEACH  •  415-434-2900 
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M  embership  Report  ■'«“  Atwood 

Welcome  to  New  Members 


Welcome  to  the  members  who  have  joined  us  since  Association,  Marne  Krozek,  Tom  Layton,  Betty 
the  publication  of  the  last  Semaphore:  Medsger,  John  Racanelli,  Anthony  Long,  Sally 

Bennett,  Lesla  Lehtonen,  Erich  Breisacher,  Jane 
Marc  Bruno,  Meagan  Levitan,  Katherine  Munter,  Rades,  Michelle  Haynie  and  Jeff  Johnson. 

Golden  Gateway  Commons  III  Residential 


MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

Sign  Up,  or  Sign  a  Friend  Up,  as  a  member  of  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers. 
Complete  and  mail  to  THD,  PO  Box  330159,  SF,  CA  94133 

NAME: _ 

ADDRESS: _ _ 

CITY: _ 

STATE: _ ZIP: _ 

PHONE  _ 

CHECK  ENCLOSED  FOR  1-YEAR  MEMBERSHIP 
Single  $25 _  Family  $40 _  Senior  $15 _ 
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Planning  and  Zoning 
Committee  Report 


By  Nancy  Shanahan  and 
Aaron  Peskin 


The  following  are  updates  of  ongoing  projects  and 
information  on  new  projects  that  have  been  pro¬ 
posed  since  the  last  Semaphore.  If  you  want  more 
information  about  a  specific  project  or  are  interested 
in  getting  involved  with  the  Planning  &  Zoning 
Committee  please  give  Aaron  a  call  at  986-7014. 

PROJECTS  IN  THE  TELEGRAPH  HILL  HIS¬ 
TORIC  DISTRICT  (This  historic  district  on  the  east 
side  of  Telegraph  Hill  was  established  by  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  in  1986  to  preserve  the  largest  group 
of  pre-earthquake  buildings  in  the  City). 

1.  Grace  Marchant  Garden/Alta  Street 
Condo  Development  (20-30  Alta).  The  battle 
wages  on  to  scale  back  the  development  of  this  cliff 
site  above  the  Grace  Marchant  Garden  and  the 
Filbert  Steps.  In  December  THD,  Friends  of  the 
Garden  and  the  Alta/Filbert  Preservation 
Association  submitted  extensive  comments  on  the 
City’s  Environmental  Impact  Report  and  made  a 
presentation  to  the  Planning  Commission.  A  final 
EIR  will  be  considered  by  the  Landmarks  Board  and 
Planning  Commission  probably  in  late  March.  We 
will  inform  everyone  when  these  hearings  will  be. 

2.  241  Greenwich  Street  on  the  Greenwich 
Steps.  At  its  January  13  meeting,  the  P  &  Z 
Committee  reviewed  plans  for  the  renovation  of  this 
1898  cottage  on  the  Greenwich  Steps.  Committee 
members  made  some  constructive  suggestions 
regarding  several  architectural  details  which  the  pro¬ 
ject  sponsor  incorporated.  Subsequently,  on  January 
20,  THD  spoke  in  support  of  the  project  and  the 
Landmarks  Board  recommended  that  Certificate  of 
Appropriateness  be  issued. 

3.  218  Filbert  Street  on  the  Filbert  Steps 
(Patrick  McDermott  House).  Also  at  its  January  13 
meeting,  the  Committee  reviewed  plans  for  minor 


alterations  (adding  new  windows  and  doors  to  the 
basement  level)  to  this  1861  Italianate  building  on 
the  Filbert  Steps.  Based  on  the  Committee’s  sug¬ 
gestions,  the  project  sponsor  also  agreed  to  replace 
several  aluminum  windows  on  the  Filbert  Steps 
facade  with  the  original  type  of  double-hung,  wood 
sash  windows.  With  those  changes  we  believe  that 
the  alterations  will  be  consistent  with  the  Historic 
District  and  are  supportive  of  the  project. 

4.  9  Calhoun  Terrace.  A  proposal  for  exteri¬ 

or  alterations  to  add  new  windows  and  doors  to  this 
historic  1854  Gothic  Revival  building,  one  of  the 
oldest  on  the  Hill,  was  heard  by  the  Landmarks 
Board  on  December  16,  1998.  Working  with  THD 
and  the  Landmarks  Board,  the  project  sponsors 
agreed  to  revise  their  original  plans  for  the  front 
(eastern)  facade  to  make  the  alterations  more  fitting 
with  the  historic  district  guidelines.  The  Landmarks 
Board  recommended  that  a  Certificate  of 
Appropriateness  be  issued  subject  to  the  following 
revisions:  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  windows 
proposed,  changing  two  existing  modem  windows 
to  windows  that  conform  to  the  rest  of  the  building, 
changing  some  proposed  glass  doors  to  wooden 
doors  with  glass  panes  and  including  landscaping 
for  the  concrete  parking  area. 

PROJECTS  IN  THE  NORTHEAST  WATER¬ 
FRONT  HISTORIC  DISTRICT  (This  historic  ware¬ 
house  district  established  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  in  1983  is  bounded  by  The 
Embarcadero,  Sansome,  Broadway  and  Union 
Streets). 

1 .  Proposed  Hotel  at  the  Embarcadero  and 
Broadway.  The  P  &  Z  Committee  is  continuing  to 
monitor  the  Port’s  and  City’s  plans  to  develop  a  400- 
room,  65-foot  high  luxury  hotel  on  a  2-block  site  in 


continued  on  page  10 
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Neighborhood  Beautification 
Committee  Report  \l^2TiShemberand 


The  Committee  has  begun  the  new  year  with  a 
renewed  commitment  to  cleanup  campaigns  for  the 
Hill,  as  well  as  proposals  for  the  mural  project. 

LITTER  AND  GRAFITTI 

Our  first  meeting  of  the  year  was  dedicated  to  a 
kickoff  for  a  new  program  to  clean  up  litter  and 
grafitti.  Our  basic  strategy  is  to  first  educate  every¬ 
one  to  the  idiosyncracies  of  both  garbage  and  recy¬ 
cling  pickup,  then  work  on  the  problem  areas  on  an 
individual  basis. 

Toward  that  end,  we  are  producing  a  flyer  which 
describes  how  to  set  up  and  utilize  garbage  and  recy¬ 
cling  pickups  properly.  We  have  found  that  many 
are  confused  about  how  to  put  out  trash  and  recy¬ 
cling  and  would  like  to  reduce  the  amount  of  clutter 
resulting  from  improperly  preparing  pickup  items. 
Also,  we  would  like  to  have  information  ready  to 
hand  out  to  new  residents. 

Secondly,  we  are  researching  the  resources  provided 
by  the  City  for  assisting  with  "dumping"  problems, 


neighborhood  sweeping  and  cleanup,  and  grafitti 
removal.  Further  information  will  be  forthcoming 
when  we've  found  out  more  about  how  the  City  can 
help  us  clean  up  the  Hill. 

Anyone  interested  in  helping  to  design  this  new  pro¬ 
gram  is  most  welcome  to  join  us  at  a  meeting. 
Please  contact  one  of  us  for  time  and  location. 

MURAFS 

The  mural  project  was  delayed  to  this  year  to  match 
the  funding  allocation  schedule.  Consequently,  we 
are  now  actively  seeking  interested  parties  to  partic¬ 
ipate  on  this  project.  If  you  would  like  to  help  out, 
please  contact  either  co-chair. 

AWARDS 

We  are  currently  seeking  nominations  for  this  year's 
Green  Thumb  awards.  Please  take  a  look  around  at 
the  gardens  of  the  Hill  over  the  next  few  growing 
months  and  let  us  know  of  any  special  efforts  you 
think  we  should  recognize. 


MURAL  PROJECT 

We  have  an  opportunity  to  receive 
funding  for  new  outdoor  murals  in 
North  Beach  from  the  Mayor's  Office. 
This  is  our  chance  to  participate  in  this 
highly  visible  project. 

For  more  information  please  contact 
Suzanne,  986-62 1 0,  or  Staci,  434-4625. 


Hanna  Chedyak 


1300  Kearny 

415-781-8817  San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
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Planning  and  Zoning  cont.  from  pg  8 


the  historic  district  that  includes  the  Port’s  property 
at  the  Embarcadero  and  Broadway  together  with 
most  of  the  block  bounded  by  Broadway,  Davis, 
Vallejo  and  Front  streets  which  is  currently  owned 
by  CALTRANS.  The  Port  is  now  in  the  process  of 
selecting  a  developer.  It  will  then  move  ahead  to 
obtain  project  approvals  and  to  review  the  impacts  of 
the  project  under  the  California  Environmental 
Quality  Act.  In  January  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
passed  a  resolution  recommending  that  the  City 
acquire  three  parcels  of  land  from  CALTRANS 
including  the  parcel  needed  for  this  proposed  hotel 
development.  The  other  two  CALTRANS  parcels 
would  be  used  for  low-income  housing  (at 
Broadway  and  Battery)  and  for  a  new  Central  Police 
Station  (at  Broadway  and  Sansome).  There  will  be 
public  hearings  on  the  hotel  project  at  both  the  Port 
Commission  and  the  Planning  Commission. 

2.  945  Battery  Street.  In  the  fall,  THD  and 

the  project  sponsor  reached  a  compromise  regarding 
plans  to  convert  this  pre-1906  historic  warehouse  to 
an  office  building.  The  project  sponsor  agreed  to 
reduce  the  size  and  change  the  configuration  of  the 
proposed  roof  top  addition  to  significantly  reduce  its 
visual  impacts  and  to  preserve,  in  place,  five  of  the 
six  original  wooden  loading  dock  doors  by  putting 
glass  behind  them.  The  Landmarks  Board  approved 
this  compromise  solution  and  a  Certificate  of 
Appropriateness  was  issued  with  THD’s  support. 
The  roof-top  addition  has  since  been  built  and  is 
only  minimally  visible  from  the  surrounding  surface 
streets;  however,  the  project  sponsor  has  now  indi¬ 
cated  that  he  may  not  be  able  to  comply  with  the 
approved  plans  for  preserving  the  large  wooden 
loading  dock  doors  and  has  proposed  instead  to  put 
large  plate  glass  in  front  of  the  door  openings.  THD 
Board  member  Joe  Luttrell  is  taking  the  lead  in 
working  with  the  project  sponsor  and  has  presented 
information  from  contractors  showing  that  glass  can 
be  placed  behind  the  doors  in  a  way  which  will  pre¬ 
serve  them  as  they  are  now.  If  we  are  not  able  to 


convince  the  project  sponsor  that  this  design  is  fea¬ 
sible,  the  project  will  have  to  go  back  to  the 
Landmarks  Board. 

III.  PROPOSED  NEW  LANDMARK 

1.  Washington  Square  Park  Landmark 
Nomination.  Supervisor  Leland  Yee  introduced  a 
resolution  urging  the  Planning  Department  to 
process  this  case  expeditiously.  In  early  February, 
this  resolution  was  passed  by  the  unanimous  vote  of 
the  full  Board  of  Supervisors.  The  landmark  nomi¬ 
nation  case  report  has  been  prepared  and  submitted 
to  the  Planning  Department.  We  are  waiting  for  a 
hearing  to  be  scheduled  at  the  Landmarks  Board 
which  will  hopefully  be  in  March.  We  will  let  every¬ 
one  know  when  a  date  has  been  set.  January,  2000 
marks  the  150th  anniversary  of  Washington  Square 
Park,  one  of  the  city’s  original  three  parks  and  the 
only  one  which  hasn’t  been  turned  into  the  roof  of  an 
underground  parking  garage.  Please  let  us  know  if 
you  want  a  copy  of  the  nomination  report  or  addi¬ 
tional  information. 

IV.  NORTH  BEACH  NEIGHBORHOOD  COM¬ 
MERCIAL  DISTRICT  (In  1987  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  adopted  the  North  Beach  Neighborhood 
Commercial  District  Ordinance  to  maintain  the 
character  and  mix  of  businesses  in  North  Beach). 

1.  1351  Grant  Avenue  (formerly  Figone’s 

Hardware).  A  proposal  to  convert  this  space  to  a 
restaurant/bar  with  a  new  outdoor  patio  was  opposed 
by  a  large  number  of  local  residents  and  THD  at  the 
Planning  Commission  hearing  on  December  17, 
1998.  THD  argued  that  there  is  an  undue  concen¬ 
tration  of  restaurants  and  bars  in  this  area  and  that 
the  continuing  trend  of  converting  non-restaurant 
spaces  to  restaurants  results  in  the  loss  of  neighbor¬ 
hood  serving  businesses.  The  Planning  Commission 
voted  3-2  in  favor  of  granting  the  Conditional  Use 
(CU).  However,  because  2  commissioners  were 
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absent,  and  a  minimum  of  4  votes  are  required  to 
obtain  a  CU,  the  matter  was  continued  to  the 
February  18,  1999  Commission  meeting.  Over  10 
neighbors  expressed  their  concerns  regarding  the 
project  to  the  Planning  Commission  during  public 
comment  on  February  4,  1999.  THD  has  written  a 
comprehensive  letter  to  the  Planning  Commission 
explaining  our  objections  to  the  proposed  project 
and  why  it  does  not  comply  with  existing  City  ordi¬ 
nances.  A  copy  is  available  upon  request. 

2.  1548  Stockton  Street  (Chevy's  Fuzio 
chain).  As  we  expected,  the  Alcoholic  Beverage 
Control  Board  (ABC)  denied  the  protest  of  local  res¬ 
idents  and  issued  a  decision  granting  the  beer  and 
wine  license.  In  January  the  City  Planning 
Department  wrote  Chevy’s  a  letter  requiring  the 
removal  of  illegal  signage  which  they  had  placed  in 
violation  of  their  sign  permit.  The  signage  has  since 
been  removed. 

3.  2  Nobles  Alley.  The  Planning  Department 
issued  a  Negative  Declaration  for  this  project  to 
demolish  a  small  cottage  and  replace  it  with  a  4 


fBave  you  beard... 

who’s  moved  into  the  neighborhood  now? 

5 

MAIL  BOXES  ETC 
1288  Columbus  (@Bay) 

Plenty  of  parking! 

Packing/Shipping  UPS/FedEx 
Mailbox  Services  Copies 
Notary 

885-7177 

Stop  in  to  meet  owners  Maryjane  &  Angela 


story  building.  Local  neighbors  appealed  the 
Negative  Declaration  to  the  Planning  Commission 
and  asked  that  an  Environmental  Impact  Report 
(EIR)  be  required.  At  a  hearing  in  November  the 
Commission  denied  the  appeal.  Subsequently,  the 
Chinatown  Community  Development  Center  fded 
for  Discretionary  Review  of  the  project  which 
would  displace  a  Chinese  family  and  reduce  the 
area’s  low/moderate  income  housing  stock.  THD’s 
Board  of  Directors  shares  the  Chinatown 
Development  Center’s  concern  in  this  regard.  The 
hearing  on  the  DR  was  scheduled  for  March  1 1, 
1999  at  the  Planning  Commission. 

V.  UPDATES  ON  OTHER  PROJECTS 

1.  1301  Sansome  Street  (Walter’s 

Warehouse).  The  conversion  and  renovation  of  this 
warehouse  to  offices  is  almost  complete.  THD  has 
convened  several  meetings  between  the  project 
sponsor  and  nearby  residents  of  Filbert  Steps/Napier 
Lane  to  address  outstanding  concerns  such  as  noise 
from  the  ventilation  system  and  impacts  to  on-street 

continued  on  pg  13 

4-SAN  REMO  HOT  l  l 

•  1906  Historic  Hotel 
•$50  -  $80  nightly 

“When  I  found  the  San  Remo, 

I  knew  I  had  struck  gold.” 

-  Susan  Spano,  New  York  Times 
Space  available  for  events  &  meetings 


2237  Mason  Street  Near  Chesnut 
(800)352-REMO  *(415)  776-8688 
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Web  Site 
www.thd.org 

That's  Us!  Pete  Overmire  (989-3945), 
a  longtime  THDer  and  former  officer 
has  set  up  this  exclusive  site  for 
Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers.  Access  it  to 
see  the  sensational  look  he  has  creat¬ 
ed,  impressive  to  local  and  internation¬ 
al  browsers  alike.  Lend  him  pho¬ 
tographs  and  graphics  relevant  to  the 
Hill  that  he  can  scan  in.  Call  or  e-mail 
information  about  upcoming  meetings 
in  the  neighborhood  and  at  City  agen¬ 
cies,  and  ideas  and  concerns  you  want 
the  rest  of  us  to  know  about  between 
Semaphores. 


Serving  continuously  from  11:45  to  1:45am  Grant  and  Vallejo  Streets  (415)434-1243 


FITNESS  APPAREL  &  SHOES 


OF  COUNSEL  TO 
SPIEGEL  LIAO  6c  KAGAY 


CITY 


Bartholomew  Lee 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 


TELEPHONE 
(-410)  000-5059 

SO  KEARNY  ST  .  SUITE  1310  FACSIMILE 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  04108-55  30  (.413)  302-1431 


KATHRYN  R.  BLUM 


KATHY'S  GARDEN  CARE 

WATERING  -  PRUNING  -  FEEDING  -  MAINTENANCE 


YOUR  INDOOR  PLANTS,  OUTDOOR  DECKS  AND  PATIO  GARDENS 
WILL  LOVE  MY  EXPERIENCED  TENDER  LOVING  CARE 


101  LOMBARD  STREET,  #21 5W 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94111  (415)  981-2540 
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parking  on  Filbert  Street.  The  project  sponsor  has 
been  working  with  us  to  address  these  concerns. 
The  Planning  Commission  held  a  hearing  on 
February  18,  1999  to  consider  the  project  sponsor’s 
request  to  convert  this  building  from  warehouse  use 
to  offices. 

2.  1403-1405  Montgomery  Street.  The  pro¬ 
ject  applicant  has  appealed  the  Planning 
Department’s  decision  to  deny  a  project  application 
to  merge  these  two  buildings  into  one  large  resi¬ 
dence  thereby  permanently  removing  four  rental 
units.  The  Planning  Department’s  denial  of  the  pro¬ 
ject  was  based  on  its  determination  that  the  project 
is  not  consistent  with  the  City’s  General  Plan  which 
requires  the  retention  of  housing  stock.  The  appeal 
was  scheduled  for  a  hearing  by  the  Board  of  Appeals 
on  February  17.  THD,  the  Chinatown  Community 
Development  Center  and  the  Tenderloin  Housing 
Clinic  have  written  letters  to  the  Board  of  Appeals 
urging  them  to  uphold  the  Planning  Department’s 
decision.  The  building  owner  has  evicted  all  of  the 
tenants  in  the  four  units  in  the  1403  Montgomery 
Building  under  the  Ellis  Act,  a  state  law  which 
supercedes  local  law.  Another  Ellis  Act  eviction  is 
in  process  at  121  Varennes  involving  6  units. 

3.  North  Point  Theater  (295  Bay  Street). 

THD  has  been  contacted  by  a  developer  who  plans 
to  convert  the  ground  floor  to  commercial/retail  use 
and  the  upper  stories  to  offices.  We  look  forward  to 
the  project  sponsor’s  presentation  to  the  P  &  Z 
Committee  at  its  March  meeting.  (THD  successfully 
opposed  an  earlier  plan  to  convert  the  vacant  theater 
building  to  540  units  of  mini  storage). 

4.  I-Hotel/Colombo  Building  Project. 

Friends  of  the  Colombo  Building  filed  its  opening 
brief  in  the  lawsuit  against  the  City  College  Board  of 
Trustees  to  challenge  their  certification  of  the  final 
EIR  and  approval  of  a  project  to  acquire  the 
Colombo  and  Fong  Buildings,  demolish  these  two 
historic  buildings,  displace  21  low-income  families 
and  construct  on  these  sites  a  massive  8-story,  120- 
foot  high  campus  facility.  Please  contact  Aaron  if 


you  want  a  copy  of  this  readable  and  entertaining 
brief  which  does  an  excellent  job  of  setting  forth  all 
of  the  facts  and  issues.  The  first  court  hearing  on 
this  case  is  scheduled  for  April  15,  1999. 

5.  262  Chestnut  Street.  This  project  is  a  pro¬ 
posal  to  construct  a  two-unit  residential  structure  on 
a  vacant  lot.  The  THD  Board  of  Directors  heard 
presentations  from  the  project  sponsors  and  from 
nearby  neighbors  who  are  opposed  to  the  project. 
Unfortunately,  efforts  encouraged  by  THD  to  get  the 
neighbors  and  project  sponsors  to  work  together 
have  failed  and  seven  requests  for  Discretionary 
Review  (DRs)  have  been  filed  with  the  Planning 
Commission.  These  DRs  were  scheduled  for  hearing 
at  the  February  25,  1999  Commission  meeting. 
Based  on  information  presented  by  the  neighbors 
THD  is  concerned  that  the  proposed  structure  will 
shade  Jack  Early  Park  for  an  additional  one  to  two 
hours  during  the  morning  in  winter  months. 

6.  115  Telegraph  Hill  and  361-377  Filbert 
(Filbert  Steps).  The  Board  of  Appeals  held  a  hear¬ 
ing  on  the  two  separate  appeals  of  this  project  (to 
demolish  three  structures  and  replace  them  with  a 
six-level,  three  unit  condominium  development)  on 
December  16.  The  Board  of  Appeals  denied  the 
appeals  and  was  not  sympathetic  to  the  issues  raised 
in  the  appeals  concerning  the  loss  of  dwelling  units 
(1 1  units  will  be  replaced  with  4),  blocking  of  views 
from  Pioneer  Park  or  the  question  of  whether  or  not 
the  Conditional  Use  Authorization  (for  a  three-year 
period)  issued  in  November  1994  was  still  valid. 

7.  341  Lombard  Street.  The  P  &  Z 
Committee  heard  a  presentation  by  the  new  owners 
to  build  a  roof  deck  and  change  some  of  the  win¬ 
dows  on  this  property.  The  proposal  would  keep  the 
large  garden  in  the  front  of  the  lot  in  open  space  and 
would  retain  the  original  wooden  house  at  the  rear. 
Several  nearby  neighbors  attended  the  meeting  to 
learn  about  the  project  and  meet  the  project  spon¬ 
sors.  We  have  encouraged  the  neighbors  to  meet  and 
work  together. 
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Own  a  piece  of  history! 

30  Drawings  by  Ralph  Stackpole,  preparatory  sketches  for  his 
1933  mural  at  Coit  Tower,  will  be  exhibited  and  offered  at  auction 
as  a  benefit  for  the  Pioneer  Park  restoration  project. 
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Exhibition 

Canessa  Gallery 

708  Montgomery  Street 
March  1  to  31, 1999 
Monday  thru  Saturday 
10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 


Auction 

City  Club 

155  Sansome  Street,  11th  FI 
Tuesday,  March  23, 1999 
Preview  5:30  to  7:00  p.m. 
Auction  7:00  p.m. 
RSVP  by  March  19 


Lecture 
Masha  Zakheim 

Coit  Tower  Murals 
Canessa  Gallery 
Saturday,  March  13 
2:00  p.m. 


Made  possible  through  the  generosity  of  the  Stackpole  family. 
Coordinated  by  art  consultant  Jan  Holloway  with  the  assistance  of  the  volunteer 
members  of  the  Pioneer  Park  Project.  All  events  are  open  to  the  public. 
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Snaphots 


by  Jerry  Hurtado 


Rosalie  Taggi,  a  member  of  THD  since  its 
inception,  sends  her  best  wishes  for  a  happy  1999  to 
all  her  fellow  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers.  Rosalie  ran 
the  St.  Francis  Thrift  Shop,  a  charitable  organization 
that  provided  quality  items  at  bargain  prices  to  the 
denizens  of  North  Beach  for  many  years. 


Rosalie  is  pictured  here  preparing  to  bring  in  the  New  Year. 
Seated  left  to  right  are :  Maurine  Walker. ;  Rosalie  Taggi,  Robert 
Gallegos,  Richard  Levy,  Suzette  Guth  and  Beatrice  Taggi. 


Kathryn  and  John  Blum  raised  their  children  on 
the  Peninsula.  Kathryn  said,  "When  the  kids  left 
home,  John  and  I  decided  to  move  back  to  San 
Francisco.  John  is  from  Cleveland,  but  I  was  raised 
in  the  City.  I  went  to  Lowell  and  graduated  from  UC 
Berkeley.  My  93-year-old  mom,  Winifred  Rice,  was 

born  here.  One 
day  we  visited 
101  Lombard  and 
fell  in  love  it.  We 
bought  a  condo 
there.  That  was 
three  and  a  half 
years  ago." 

Kathryn’s 
friend,  active 
THDer  Adah 
Bakalinsky,  sug¬ 
gested  that  she 
Kathryn  Blum — Urban  Gardener.  join  the  associa¬ 

tion  as  a  way  to 


get  to  know  her  neighbors.  Not  only  did  she  join — 
she  decided  to  advertise  her  new  business  in  the 
Semaphore.  Kathryn  has  developed  a  unique  gar¬ 
dening  business  that  specializes  in  patios,  balconies 
and  decks.  "I  am  proud  to  say  that  I  still  serve  my 
first  client,  Sally  Tooley,  who  tells  me  she  saw  my 
advertisement  in  the  Semaphore!" 

Kathryn  Blum  is  a  member  of  the  Strybing 
Arboretum  Society  and  the  San  Francisco  League  of 
Urban  Gardeners  (Slug). 

Craig  and  Barbara  Heckman  met  at  Parkland 
High  School  in  Allentown,  Pennsylvania.  Craig 
Heckman  and  Barbara  Hershey  were  in  the  same 
homeroom.  After  college  Craig  and  Barbara  married 
and  moved  west. 

Craig  is  a  landscape  architect.  He  works  for 
Kenkay  Associates  specializing  in  park  and  urban 
design.  Barbara  is  a  dental  hygiene  instructor  at 
Diablo  Valley  College.  She  recently  collaborated  on 
a  textbook  entitled  Dental  Hygiene-Theory  and 
Practice.  She  wrote  three  chapters  on  the  prevention 
of  disease  transmission.  "I  wrote  those  chapters 
from  fde  cards  in  the  Caffe’  Trieste  over  many  morn¬ 
ing  cappuccinos!" 


Barbara  and  Craig  moved  into  North  Beach  in 
1976  and  took  an  apartment  at  566  Vallejo  that  was 
famous  for  its  parties  and  fabulous  personalities  like 


Craig  &  Barbara  Heckman — North  Beach  Denizens  Since 
1976. 
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Jerry  Ruben,  a  group  of  topless  guitar  players  and 
the  flamboyant  Phil  Sinclair.  Craig  volunteered,  "It 
was  a  party  place  and  perfect  for  us  just  starting  out 
and  knowing  no  one.” 

As  they  cruised  through  their  first  Grant  Avenue 
fair,  they  met  Maggie  Baylis  and  Ann  Halstead  at  the 
THD  membership  booth  and  joined  right  away. 
Subsequently  Craig  and  Barbara  Heckman  bought  a 
condo  near  the  Telegraph  Hill  Neighborhood  Center 
where  Craig  likes  to  help  students  with  their  home¬ 
work  in  the  Center's  school  tutoring  program. 

Three  times  a  week  Andy  Katz  and  Judi  Powell, 
his  fiancee,  go  for  a  power  walk,  chugging  up  the 
steep  slopes  of  Russian  Hill  and  Telegraph  Hill. 
Andy  explains,  "It’s  a  great  way  to  stay  in  shape,  and 
the  views  are  spectacular!" 

Andy’s  parents,  Bob  and  Nancy  Katz,  were  pro¬ 
fessionals  and  social  activists.  They  had  a  hand  in 
the  formation  of  the  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers 
Association.  Coming  up  in  a  politically  active  fami¬ 
ly  made  politics  a  natural  thing  to  study  when  Andy 
attended  UC  Santa  Cruz.  "I  studied  Soviet  American 
Relations." 

When  Andy  came  home,  he  took  an  active  inter¬ 
est  in  local  politics  and  neighborhood  issues.  "I 
decided  to  roll  up  my  sleeves  and  get  involved." 
Andy  is  now  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
San  Francisco  Tomorrow — an  urban  environmental 
organization  that  works  to  protect  and  promote  open 
space,  keep  waterfront  access  open  to  people,  and 

improve  public 
transportation. 

In  addition, 
Andy  Katz  serves 
on  THD’s 

Planning  & 

Zoning  commit¬ 
tee.  "As  a  proper¬ 
ty  owner  and  a 
person  who  grew 
up  on  the  Hill,  I 
Andy  Katz—  feel  that  I  have  a 

In  the  Shadow  of  Coit  Tower. 


special  obligation  to  help  keep  this  neighborhood 
beautiful."  Andy  also  participates  on  THD’s  Parking 
&  Traffic  committee. 

June  Osterberg  arrived  in  San  Francisco,  set¬ 
tling  in  North  Beach,  in  the  1950s.  She  had  just 
graduated  as  journalism  major  from  the  University 
of  North  Dakota  at  Grand  Forks.  She  took  the  first 
job  available — at  the  SF  Examiner  in  the  classified 
ad  department.  When  the  opportunity  presented 
itself,  she  jumped  at  the  chance  to  work  as  a  copy¬ 
writer  at  Hale’s  Bros.  Stores.  Then  she  moved  to  the 
Daily  Commercial  News  on  California  Street.  "I 
covered  the  waterfront  when  we  really  had  a  port!" 

June  joined 
the  Hill  Dwellers 
as  soon  as  she 
knew  about  them. 

"That  was  in 
1960.  I  have  been 
an  active  member 
ever  since.  We 
were  the  first 
neighborhood 
organization  in 
the  City.  We’re 
still  the  most 
organized  and 
dedicated  to 
neighborhood  preservation." 

June  Osterberg  has  been  involved  in  the  big  bat¬ 
tles,  from  the  fight  to  keep  the  City  from  digging  up 
Washington  Square  to  build  a  garage,  to  attempting 
to  stop  the  City  from  tearing  down  the  venerable  old 
North  Beach  garage.  She’s  written  numerous  articles 
for  publication  in  the  major  newspapers  as  well  as 
local  sheets  like  North  Beach  Now. 

In  the  Fall  of  1997,  June  passed  by  tiny  Marina 
Plaza  at  Union  and  Columbus.  She  noticed  that  one 
of  the  two  bears  went  missing.  The  gardener 
informed  her  that  the  bear  had  been  severely  vandal¬ 
ized  and  tossed  into  the  middle  of  the  pond  by  some 
hooligans  probably  on  a  drunken  romp  through  the 


June  Osterberg — Launches  "Jars  on  the 
Bars"  Campaign. 


continued  on  page  20 
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All 

About 


By  Gerry  Crowley 


The  Telegraph  Hill  Neighborhood  Association  was 
formed  in  1890  during  the  Settlement  House 
Movement  by  Alice  Griffith  and  Elizabeth  Ashe. 
When  the  Association  was  formed  San  Francisco 
was  a  city  of  wealth  for  those  who  had  forged  their 
fortunes  during  the  Gold  Rush.  But  for  the  Irish, 
Mexican  and  Italian  immigrants  whose  ramshackle 
dwellings  clung  to  the  cliffs  of  Telegraph  Hill,  life 
was  very  different.  The  plight  of  North  Beach's 
poor  caught  the  attention  of  Ashe,  a  social  worker, 
and  Griffith,  a  nurse.  They  incorporated  the 
Telegraph  Hill  Neighborhood  Association  in  1904 
"for  the  improvement  of  social  and  hygienic  condi¬ 
tions  of  Telegraph  Hill  and  its  neighborhood." 

Who  Receives  Services? 

The  Association,  now  known  as  the  Telegraph  Hill 
Neighborhood  Center,  or  simply  Tel-Hi,  is  a  non¬ 
profit  resource  for  self-help  and  empowerment  for 
people  who  live  and  work  in  the  northeast  quadrant 
of  San  Francisco,  including  North  Beach, 
Chinatown,  Fisherman's  Wharf,  Telegraph  Hill  and 
Russian  Hill.  Through  education,  direct  services, 
and  community  organizing,  Tel-Hi  enables  individ¬ 


uals  and  families— focusing  on  those  with  very  low 
to  moderate  incomes— to  improve  the  quality  of 
their  lives.  More  than  400  children,  youth,  families 
and  seniors  participate  in  Center  programs  every 
day. 

Tel-Hi,  located  on  Fombard  Street  between  Powell 
and  Mason  since  1952,  is  the  only  multi-service 
social  service  agency  in  the  North  Beach, 
Chinatown,  and  Fisherman's  Wharf  neighborhoods. 
Although  this  area  is  generally  perceived  as  afflu¬ 
ent,  a  large  population  of  economically  challenged 
and  politically  disenfranchised  individuals  and  fam¬ 
ilies  live  and  work  here.  Tel-Hi's  long  history  of 
community-based  problem-solving  has  made  it  a 
second  home  for  hundreds  of  neighbors  who  arrive 
daily  for  programs  and  activities.  Individuals  from 
Visitation  Valley,  Polk  Gulch,  the  Avenues,  and 
Geneva  Park  also  access  services.  Participants 
come  from  a  variety  of  ethnic  backgrounds— more 
than  half  are  Asian;  nearly  twenty  percent  are 
African  American,  fifteen  percent  are  Fatino, 
Caucasian,  or  other  nationalities.  People  come 
together  despite  language  barriers  and  cultural  dif¬ 
ferences.  At  Tel-Hi  they  all  share  the  common 
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bond  of  needing  community,  moral  support,  and 
resources  to  improve  their  lives. 

What  Kinds  of  Services? 

At  Tel-Hi,  low-income  neighborhood  families  find 
quality  education  and  child  care  programs  for  their 
preschool-age  children;  at-risk  youth  have  access  to 
structured  after-school  programs  as  alternatives  to 
hanging  out  on  the  streets.  Seniors  take  advantage 
of  free  social  services  and  fitness  activities,  dis¬ 
counted  lunches,  and  the  opportunity  to  socialize 
with  friends.  Public  housing  and  other  low-income 
neighborhood  residents  actively  participate  in  dis¬ 
cussions  and  decision-making  processes  that  affect 
their  lives. 

Funding  and  Allocation 

The  Tel-Hi  Board  of  Directors  and  staff  have  devel¬ 
oped  a  stable,  diverse  funding  base  comprised  of 
three  evenly-distributed  sources  of  income,  includ¬ 
ing  private  contributions  (33%),  government  con¬ 
tracts  (34%),  and  earned  income  and  parent  fees 
(33%).  The  overall  budget  is  just  over  $1  million. 
More  than  half  of  the  money  from  private  revenues 
comes  from  individuals  and  local  businesses. 

Many  of  Tel-Hi's  donors  are  active  in  the  North 
Beach,  Chinatown,  Fisherman's  Wharf,  Telegraph 
Hill,  and  Russian  Hill  communities,  people  who 
are  committed  to  maintaining  quality  social  service 
programs  for  residents  of  these  neighborhoods. 
Members  of  the  Rotary  Club,  Telegraph  Hill 
Dwellers,  Russian  Hill  Neighbors,  and  North 
Beach  Neighbors  serve  as  Tel-Hi  Board  and  com¬ 
mittee  members.  39%  of  Tel-Hi's  budget  supports 
the  Elementary  and  Middle  School  Programs  (K- 
8);  29%  goes  toward  Child  Development  programs 
for  preschool  children;  12%  is  allotted  for  fundrais¬ 
ing;  9%  for  administration;  6%  for  community 


organizing  and  planning;  and  5%  for  the  Senior 
program. 

Programs  Must  Expand 

Needs  for  affordable  high-quality  after-school  and 
summer  programs  for  youth  continue  to  grow— Tel- 
Hi  is  the  only  provider  of  comprehensive  programs 
in  the  area.  Elementary  and  Middle  School  pro¬ 
grams  are  now  at  full  capacity,  with  225  children 
and  youth  participating  year-round.  More  than 
100  youths  are  on  waiting  lists  for  Tel-Hi  pro¬ 
grams;  costs  per  youth  run  approximately  $2,700  a 
year.  Additional  money,  staffing  and  space  are 
required  to  meet  this  growing  need. 

Can  You  Volunteer? 

Like  most  non-profit  organizations  Tel-Hi's  needs 
are  varied.  Aside  from  the  obvious  need  for  more 
funding,  volunteers  play  a  critical  role  in  delivery 
of  our  services.  There  are  many  opportunities  for 
volunteers,  such  as  after  school  and  evening  tutor¬ 
ing;  on-call  senior  assistance  and  meal  delivery; 
teaching  English  to  adults,  and  special  event  plan¬ 
ning  and  fundraising— to  name  just  a  few.  Over  the 
years,  volunteers  have  also  taken  on  projects  such 
as  painting  Tel-Hi's  building,  maintaining  the 
grounds,  and  providing  pro  bono  professional  assis¬ 
tance,  including  architectural  planning,  computer 
consultation,  public  relations,  design  and  printing, 
among  other  skills. 

For  More  Information... 

Call  Cathy  Schreiber  at  Tel-Hi  (421-6443  X  12). 
She  can  orient  you  to  the  facility  and  assist  in  plan¬ 
ning  volunteer  activities.  Or  call  me  at  781-4201. 
I'm  sponsoring  this  year's  fundraiser  on  May  8  at 
Bimbo's.  Hope  to  see  you  there. 
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Snapshots 
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neighborhood.  Like  a  good  investigative  reporter, 
June  contacted  Debra  Lehane  at  the  SF  Art 
Commission  and  was  informed  that  the  bear  was  in 
a  warehouse — it  would  cost  several  thousand  dollars 
to  restore. 

June  immediately  began  to  write  a  series  of  arti¬ 
cles  for  the  Semaphore  about  the  fate  of  the  bear 
opening  in  the  Fall  of  1997  with  "The  Bear’s  Lair  is 
Bare."  "I  also  launched  the  ‘Jars  on  the  Bars’  cam¬ 
paign  by  walking  around  to  all  the  bars  in  North 
Beach  asking  that  they  prominently  place  a  donation 
jar  so  their  patrons  could  contribute.  So  far  we  got  a 
thousand  dollars  that  way,"  June  reported  with  a 
smile. 


President’s  Letter 
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million  dollars  and  is  now  in  the  process  of  raising 
another  half  million.  $25,000  from  TFID's  bequest 
of  $100,000  from  the  late  Jack  Early  is  committed  to 
Pioneer  Park.  Fundraising  continues  for  the  film, 
"Wild  Parrots  of  San  Francisco"  which  we  are  co¬ 
sponsoring  with  IDG  Films,  winners  of  the 
Sundance  Grand  Prize  and  a  national  Emmy. 

I'm  proud  of  our  accomplishments.  Every  com¬ 
ponent  is  in  place  for  future  efforts  to  "preserve  and 
protect"  Telegraph  Hill  as  mandated  by  THD's  by¬ 
laws.  There  is  one  component  not  addressed  in  the 
by-laws,  and  that  is  a  commitment  to  help  the  less 
fortunate  people  in  our  neighborhood,  particularly 
those  four  hundred  individuals  who  receive  social 
services  daily  at  the  Telegraph  Hill  Neighborhood 
Center,  fondly  known  as  Tel-Hi.  In  my  third  year  on 
Tel-Hi's  Board  of  Directors  I  have  volunteered  to 
serve  as  sponsorship  chair  for  the  major  fundraising 
event  on  May  8th,  believing  that  I  could  rely  on  the 
generosity  of  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  membership. 
Many  of  us  have  supported  Tel-Hi  for  years,  both 
financially  and  by  serving  as  officers,  directors  and 
committee  members.  But  we  need  to  increase  our 
contributions  so  that  Tel-Hi  can  accommodate  the 


“Francis”  patrols  the  site  of  the  former 
North  Beach  Garage  on  Vallejo  Street  with  the 
thought  that  officials  might  truck  in  livestock  to 
earn  some  money  from  this  hole  in  the  ground. 
It  was  created  last  April  when  the  City  ignored 
local  protests  and  demolished  a  sound  historic 
building  which  had  served  the  neighborhood 
well  since  1920. 

Costs  proposed  for  a  replacement  structure 
keep  soaring— taxpayers  are  expected  to  fund 
the  most  expensive  garage  ever  built  in  San 
Francisco— if  one  is  ever  built.  In  the  mean¬ 
time-,  Francis  will  work  for  food. 


one  hundred-plus  children  who  are  on  the  waiting 
list  for  its  programs.  If  you  read  the  article  on  Tel- 
Hi  in  this  issue  you  will  have  a  greater  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  scope  of  social  services  this  organization 
provides,  and  reasons  why  we  need  to  lend  support. 
By  supporting  the  Telegraph  Hill  Neighborhood 
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PIONEER  PARK  HAS 
A  NEW  GARDENER! 

By  Julienne  M.  Christensen 

Richard  Bach  is  the  new  gardener  assigned 
by  the  Recreation  &  Park  Department  to  oversee 
Pioneer  Park.  Look  for  him  Tuesdays  through 
Saturdays  up  on  the  hill.  In  his  first  few  months, 
Richard  has  shown  himself  a  resourceful,  ener¬ 
getic  and  enthusiastic  addition  to  the  park. 
Please  take  the  time  to  seek  him  out,  introduce 
yourself,  and  thank  him  for  all  he’s  doing  for  the 
park  and  us. 

Richard  has  charted  an  ambitious  schedule 
of  restoration  and  planting  in  Pioneer  Park. 
Second  Saturday  volunteers  will  be  assisting 
Richard  by  planting  dozens  of  native  plants, 
grasses,  groundcovers,  shrubs,  and  flowering  plants 
and  doing  regular  maintenance  like  weeding,  water¬ 
ing  and  pruning.  With  all  there  is  to  do,  volunteers 
are  needed  more  than  ever.  If  you’ve  been  thinking 
of  joining  the  Second  Saturday  volunteers,  now  is 
the  perfect  time! 

Volunteer  gardening  is  done  on  the  second 
Saturday  of  the  month,  from  9:00  a.m.  to  noon.  Meet 
at  the  Columbus  statue  at  9:00,  or  look  for  volun¬ 
teers  in  the  park  during  the  morning.  Get  some  fresh 
air  and  connect  with  Mother  Nature!  Get  to  know 
some  of  the  nicest  people  in  your  neighborhood! 
There  is  no  experience  necessary  and  plenty  of  work 


New  Pioneer  Park  gardener  Richard  Bach  ( bottom  row,  left )  is  wel¬ 
comed  by  some  of  the  Second  Saturday  volunteers:  ( top  row,  left  to 
right)  Raman  Menon,  Shautia  Hesters,  Sally  Zahner,  Dianne  Brock, 
Lance  Carnes,  (bottom  row,  center  and  right )  Dale  Weidmer,  and  Julie 
Christensen. 


for  all  ages  and  energy  levels.  Rec.  &  Park  staff  will 
provide  direction  and  equipment.  Just  dress  appro¬ 
priately,  including  sturdy  shoes.  A  pot  luck  lunch 
follows  at  noon,  so  bring  a  bit  of  food  to  share. 

Volunteers  are  telephoned  prior  to  each  second 
Saturday  with  the  schedule  for  that  month.  (We  do 
occasionally  do  off-site  work  -  like  volunteering  at 
the  Golden  Gate  Park  greenhouse.)  If  you  would  like 
to  be  added  to  the  call  list,  or  for  more  information 
on  the  volunteer  program,  contact  Julie  Christensen 
at  552-7774. 

And  thanks  to  Gloria  Koch-Gonzales  and  Jim 
Holt  of  Rec.  &  Park  for  helping  Pioneer  Park  snag 
one  of  the  finest  gardeners  in  the  City! 
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Center  we  demonstrate  that  we  truly  care  about  the 
people  of  the  North  Beach,  Chinatown,  Telegraph 
Hill,  Russian  Hill  and  Fisherman's  Wharf  communi¬ 
ties.  In  the  near  future  you'll  receive  an  invitation  to 
Tel-Hi's  May  fundraiser  at  Bimbo's.  I  urge  you  to 
respond  with  your  heart  and  your  checkbook.  If  you 
want  to  take  a  tour  of  Tel-HI  call  Cathy  at  421-6443 
X  12  to  arrange  a  visit. 


It  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  serve  as 
President  of  this  dynamic  organization  for  the  past 
two  years.  I  assure  you  that  I  will  remain  active, 
possibly  more  active  when  I  retire  from  my  daytime 
job  this  fall.  Thanks  to  THD  members— old  and 
new— for  your  support;  I  know  you  join  me  in  wel¬ 
coming  THD's  new  President. 
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ORAL  HISTORY  PROGRAM  UNDERWAY 

By  Dennis  McElrath 


The  project's  goal  is  to  preserve  neighborhood 
history  through  oral  histories.  It  was  launched  in 
February  when  10  THD'ers  completed  a  training 
workshop  managed  by  professional  oral  historian 
Elizabeth  Wright .  These  volunteers  are  now  quali¬ 
fied  to  start  taping  interviews  with  “local  treasures” 
people  who  have  their  own  special  stories  to  tell 
about  living,  working,  raising  families  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood.  Taped  interviews  will  be  transcribed,  the 
original  tapes  and  transcriptions  deposited  in  the  San 


Francisco  Library  as  historical  records. 

If  you  wish  to  participate  in  the  program  by 
contributing  your  personal  or  family  history— and/or, 
if  you  know  someone  who  has  stories  to  tell  which 
you  believe  ought  to  be  captured  and  preserved, 
please  put  a  note  in  the  mail  to  Oral  History  Project, 
c/o  THD,  Box  330159,  SF  94133  .  We  will  arrange 
to  get  potential  interviewees  together  with  trained 
interviewers  who  will  subsequently  manage  the  easy 
and  delightful  process  from  beginning  to  end. 


INVITATION:  JOIN  THE  FRIENDS  OF  WASHINGTON  SQUARE 

By  Dawne  Bernhardt 


The  lights  went  on  again  on  December  21, 
thanks  to  the  efforts  of  the  Committee  to  Illuminate 
Washington  Square.  This  committee  has  been  a 
joint  neighborhood  effort  that  began  work  in  the 
early  90s.  Founding  members  included  former 
Supervisor  Bill  Maher;  North  Beach  Chamber 
President  Tony  Giovanzani  and  Kathleen  Elsey,  and 
THDers  Herb  Kosovitz,  Kitty  Donnelly,  Rod 
Freebairn-Smith,  Jim  Valenti,  and  North  Beach 
Neighbor  Nan  McGuire.  Design  proposals  were 
submitted,  funds  raised  and  a  design  team  selected. 
The  new  lighting  system  was  celebrated  Columbus 
Day  1992  with  a  music  and  dancing  party  around  the 
ring  of  poplar  trees  at  the  center  of  the  park. 
Unfortunately,  vandalism  and  maintenance  and 
design  problems  took  their  toll  and  the  lights  slowly 
went  out. 

Several  years  ago  Bob  Mittelstadt  and  Herb 
Kosovitz,  to  whom  we  are  all  grateful  for  their  tire¬ 
less  efforts,  began  plans  to  weatherproof  and  repair 
the  lighting  system.  Now  that  it's  functioning  again, 
Herb  is  spearheading  formation  of  the  Friends  of 
Washington  Square  Park.  A  core  group  of  Friends 
met  February  9,  including  Herb,  Bob,  Dawne 


Bernhardt,  Niki  Goldsborough,  Gerry  Crowley  and 
Arthur  Chang  to  establish  goals.  Friends  will  raise 
maintenance  funds  and  address  ongoing  needs  and 
problems  by  maintaining  contact  with  the 
Recreation  and  Parks  Department  and 
Neighborhood  Parks  Council.  They  will  act  as 
guardians  to  preserve  and  beautify  the  historic  park 
in  the  center  of  our  neighborhood.  Funds  are  avail¬ 
able  to  maintain  the  park  through  this  year  only. 

Supervisor  Leland  Yee  has  introduced  a  resolu¬ 
tion  to  facilitate  landmarking  Washington  Square. 
January  2000  marks  the  150th  Anniversary  of  the 
park,  one  of  the  City's  original  three  parks,  and  the 
only  one  which  hasn't  been  turned  into  the  roof  of  an 
underground  parking  garage. 

Friends  of  Washington  Square  will  meet  2nd 
Tuesdays  at  8AM  at  Malvina's,  comer  of  Stockton 
and  Union.  All  neighbors  are  invited  to  attend,  but 
call  first— we  may  meet  more,  or  less,  often  on  as- 
needed  basis.  Suggestions  and  participation  are  wel¬ 
come.  Call  Dawne  Bernhardt  at  982-3314  or  write 
Friends  of  Washington  Square  Park,  c/o  THD,  Box 
330159,  SF,  94133. 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  NORTH  BEACH  LIBRARY 

2000  Mason  Street  at  Columbus  Avenue.  Telephone  415-274-0270 


National  Poetry  Month  at  the  Library 

By  Gardner  Haskell 

"Read  a  Poem,  Get  a  Book"  Night  takes  place 
April  27  at  7:00  PM.  The  first  50  people  who  read 
a  poem  in  the  North  Beach  Library— published,  or 
unpublished,  yours  or  anyone  else's— will  receive  a 
free  copy  of  101  Great  American  Poems. 

This  particular  National  Poetry  Month  is  espe¬ 
cially  meaningful  because  Lawrence  Ferlinghetti  is 
the  Poet  Laureate  of  San  Francisco.  Not  only  can 
his  books  be  checked  out  at  the  library,  but  we  also 
offer  you  the  chance  to  sample  other  world  famous 
poets. 

First  of  all,  no  matter  how  many  poets  anyone 
mentions,  someone  else  will  say,  "But  you  forgot..." 
And  then  go  on  to  name  the  two  or  twenty  most 
important  poets  in  their  personal  universe.  So  this  is 
not  meant  to  be  a  basic  list  of  poets  you  should  read. 
A  poem  is  not  something  you  should  read,  it  is 
something  that  you  should  want  to  read  (or  listen  to, 
or  write). 

Start  with  the  Norton  Anthology  of  Poetry  just  to 
get  a  sample  of  types  of  things  people  call  poems. 
This  anthology  includes  concise  biographies  of  the 
poets  which  can  be,  depending  on  the  poet,  at  least 
as  interesting  as  the  poems  they  wrote.  How  can  you 
not  want  to  know  more  about  someone  who  dedi¬ 
cates  a  poem  "to  all  those  men  who  betrayed  me  at 
one  time  or  another,  in  hopes  they  will  fall  off  their 
motorcycles  and  break  their  necks."  (Diane 
Wakoski). 

Basic  North  Beach  Poets  1A  would  include 
anything  by  Lawrence  Ferlinghetti,  but  especially 
his  Coney  Island  of  the  Mind.  Allen  Ginsberg  lived 
at  1010  Montgomery  Street  when  he  wrote  Howl. 
Our  own  Philip  Lamantia  whom  Allen  Ginsberg 
called,  "An  American  original,  soothslayer  even  as 
Poe. ..native  companion  and  teacher  to  myself,"  has 


recently  published  Bed  of  Sphinxes,  a  choice  selec¬ 
tion  of  his  poetry  ranging  from  1943  to  1993.  Jack 
Kerouac  a  poet?  Yes,  in  Scattered  Poems  this  road 
writer  wrote  short  light  verse,  as  well  as  longer  heav¬ 
ier  lines  like  those  in  San  Francisco  Blues.  Cranial 
Guitar  is  the  latest  anthology  of  Bob  Kauffman  who 
has  been  called  "...the  black  Rimbaud." 

Read  Kauffman,  then  read  Rimbaud.  You  be  the 
judge.  While  you're  reading  Arthur  Rimbaud  pick 
up  Flowers  of  Evil  written  by  a  pal  of  his,  Charles 
Baudelaire.  Then,  if  you  think  that  it's  just  the 
French  who  have  a  handle  on  gut-wrenching  poets 
of  angst,  try  on  Mr.  Edgar  Allen  Poe  for  heavy  men¬ 
tal  maudlin  poems  of  sadness  and  terror.  If  these 
guys  were  writing  music  today  it  would  be,  yes, 
"The  Blues." 

I  would  be  remiss  not  to  mention  Gary  Snyder, 
Walt  Whitman,  Carl  Sandburg,  Dante  Alighieri, 
Charles  Olson,  Langston  Hughes,  Ezra  Pound,  T.  S. 
Eliot,  John  Donne,  Ted  Hughes,  Sylvia  Plath,  Lord 

continued  on  page  24 
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Byron,  William  Carlos  Williams,  Gregory  Corso, 
Charles  Bukowski,  Richard  Brautigan,  William 
Wordsworth,  Octavio  Paz,  Robert  Creely,  Yevgeny 
Yevtushenko,  Dylan  Thomas,  Marianne  Moore  or 
Percy  Bysshe  Shelly.  And  let  us  not  forget  the  four 
guys  with  only  one  name:  Virgil,  Homer, 
Shakespeare  and  Apollinaire.  Kind  of  like  rock  stars 
nowdays  who  use  one  name.  (Sting,  Kiss,  Prince, 
Enya,  Yanni). 

Which  brings  us  to  a  modem  poet,  Mr.  Bob 
Dylan.  Before  the  big  argument  starts  (But  he's  a 
singer.. .no,  he's  a  poet. ..he's  a  singer  and  a  poet..._ 
or,  as  the  Marx  Brothers  might  have  said,  "What's  a 
bard?"  Pick  up  a  copy  of  Dylan's  Lyrics,  1962-1985 
and  see  if  those  words  that  rhyme  are  more  or  less 
than  songs.  Can  you  remember  the  first  few  lines  of 
"Blowin'  in  the  Wind?" 

Speaking  of  rhyming,  don’t  forget  Emily 
Dickinson,  Robert  Frost,  Edna  St.  Vincent  Millay, 
Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow,  Ralph  Waldo 
Emerson,  Paul  Lawrence  Dunbar,  and  America's 
first  published  poem,  Anne  Bradstreet,  an  early 
colonist  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony. 

Finally,  it's  fitting  that  we  pay  homage  to  the 
local  poet  who  is  known  for  only  one  poem  first 
published  in  the  San  Francisco  Examiner  in  1888. 
Yes,  dear  reader,  the  one  and  only  Ernest  Thayer, 
who  wrote  Casey  at  the  Bat. 

Strange  how  most  people  remember  poems  that 
rhyme  more  often  than  those  that  don't.  Perhaps 
rhyming  poetry  is  a  populist  kind  of  verse— one  that 
does  not  need  fancy  machines  to  print  it  up,  or 
learned  monks  to  hand-scribe  it.  Perhaps  someday 
we  shall  have  a  poetry  reading  at  the  library  entitled, 
"An  Evening  of  Poems  that  Rhyme."  Of  course, 
they  would  (with  the  exception  of  Bob  Dylan  and 
perhaps  Bruce  Springsteen)  need  to  be  old  poems 
because  poets  do  not  seem  to  write  in  rhyme  any¬ 
more.  Maybe  it  is  too  difficult  to  write  rhymes. 
Maybe  those  poets  who  do  nowadays  are  called 
musicians  and  set  their  poetry  to  music  like  they  do 


in  country  &  western  songs  where  every  song  is  both 
a  poet  and  a  little  story. 

Perhaps  poems  rhymed  so  they  could  be 
remembered  and  passed  on  by  word  of  mouth  from 
one  person  to  others— free.  Like  the  books  in  the 
public  library  are  loaned— free. 

Children 's  Programs  at  the  Library 

By  Jensa  Woo,  Children's  Librarian 

An  exhibition  entitled  "Building  Bridges:  the 
Art  of  Jerry  Pinkney"  is  on  display  at  the  Main 
Library  in  Civic  Center  through  March  21.  Mr. 
Pinkney  has  been  a  children's  book  illustrator  since 
1964  and  has  won  recognition,  including  three 
Caldecott  and  four  Coretta  Scott  King  book  awards, 
for  his  work. 

In  recognition  of  Mr.  Pinkney's  commitment  to 
build  bridges  between  people  of  different  cultures, 


programs  for  children  are  being  featured  in  libraries 
throughout  San  Francisco.  In  our  North  Beach 
branch  on  March  16  at  10:30  AM  ZunZun  presents 
"Music  de  las  Americas."  Ages  3  and  older. 
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ECOLOGY  NOTES  FROM  USA  STEADMAN 


Lisa  is  a  noted  community  and  stairway  gardener, 
one  of  the  first  volunteers  to  work  on  the  Pioneer 
Park  Project.  Editor. 

New  Stroll...  A  dedicated  band  of  neighborhood 
gardeners  has  been  working  to  transform  a  weedy 
patch  known  by  the  unpromising  name  of  Kearny 
Street  Right-of-Way  into  an  urban  oasis.  A  long 
crescent  of  hillside  between  Telegraph  Hill 
Boulevard  and  Garfield  School,  the  new  garden  has 
been  discovered  by  local  school  children,  dog  walk¬ 
ers  and  others  as  a  quiet  footpath  between  Filbert 
and  Greenwich  Streets  where  one  can  enjoy  a  few 
moments  of  solitude  and  nature  in  the  shadow  of 
Coit  Tower. 

Revegetation  with  California  native  plants  has 
been  in  progress  for  the  past  three  years.  Plants  are 
chosen  for  their  adaptability  to  the  difficult  site,  as 
well  as  for  their  ability  to  foster  a  healthy  ecology. 
Initially  planted  with  ceanothus  ("Ray  Hartman"), 
the  path  now  includes  many  bird  and  butterfly- 
friendly  plants  such  as  buddleia,  toyon  and  coffee- 
berry. 

Last  winter,  for  the  second  successive  year,  a 

FIT  AND  HEALTHY 


Mimi  Towbis  runs  60-80  miles  a  week  and  follows 
that  with  more  exercise  at  the  Bay  Club  across  the 
street  from  her  store,  City  Fitness,  at  155 
Greenwich,  where  she  sells  fitness  apparel  and 
shoes.  An  admitted  aerobics  fanatic,  by  example 
she's  convincing  local  men  and  women  of  the  bene¬ 
fits  of  exercise.  "They  feel  better  about  themselves 
physically  and,  most  important,  mentally,"  she  says, 
observing  that  self-esteem  soars  when  people,  espe¬ 
cially  women,  come  in  to  purchase  smaller  size 
clothes. 

Mimi  is  offering  THD  members  a  spring  dis¬ 
count  of  10%  —  an  incentive  to  those  who  have 
resolved  to  get  fit  this  year.  Browsers  are  welcome 
at  this  one-stop  local  shop. 


quantity  of  native  wildflower  seeds  were  sown. 
Hopefully  spring  rains  will  provide  a  good  showing 
of  California  poppies,  lupine  and  other  colorful 
annuals.  Come  and  enjoy  this  latest  addition  to  the 
neighborhood's  network  of  community  and  stairway 
gardens.  To  participate  in  this  ongoing  project  join 
one  of  our  monthly  Second  Saturday  work  parties. 
For  more  information  call  552-7774. 

Young  Ecologists. ..The  Pioneer  Park  Project 
was  contacted  by  the  program  coordinator  for  Youth 
in  Environmental  Service,  Miles  Denniston,  who 
wants  to  develop  an  ecology  education  project  with 
4th  and  5th  graders  from  the  Yick  Wo  School  on 
Russian  Hill.  Members  of  the  Natural  Systems 
Group— myself,  Barbara  Deutsch  and  Joe  Butler  met 
in  the  classrooms  of  Irving  Leung  and  Jerry 
Ehrmann  in  January  to  introduce  the  children  to  con¬ 
cepts  of  native  plant  restoration  and  habitat  garden¬ 
ing. 

The  children's  first  site  visit  took  place  in 
February  at  Pioneer  Park  where  they  gathered  soil 
samples,  used  magnifying  glasses  to  observe  insect 
and  plant  life  and  started  their  personal  ecology 
journals. 


ALFRED  R.  PISCIOTTA  &  SONS 

Custom  Upholstering  &  Window  Furnishings 


Frank  R.  Pisciotta 

Trade  Consultant 


“Old  World  Craftmanship"  since  1934 

2060  Stockton  •  San  Francisco  •  (415)  781-6277 
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ChinesQ  New  Year  in  Poetry 

The  poem  below  is  by  local  author  and  attorney,  Tom  Lantz,from  his  novel  "Poetic  Injustice" --the  hilar¬ 
ious  saga  of  criminal  lawyer  Phineas  Finneagle  and  the  good  guys  and  bad  guys  who  comprise  our  local 
justice  system.  Editor. 


reggae  in  the  fortune  cookie  factory 

loonie  new  year,  turistas  shoppin',  cleavers  "chop-choppin"'  bok  choy...  bowing/kow  towing 
"Happy  New  Year,"  I  rust  off  my  Cantonese,  but  "Gung  Hay  Fat  Choy!"  morphs  to  "Gung  Ho 
Bok  Choy!"  (translation:  "Enthusiastic  Vegetable!")  (Oh  well  -  I've  been  called  worse...)  The 
cookie-bakers  too-  agreeably  smile  and  nod. 

Reggae  muzak's  lazy,  languid  2/4  beat  somehow  harmonizes  with  the  5/4  bustle  of  the  street. 

Mountains  of  garlanded  garlic  clovettes,  and  megatons  of  dynamettes,  are  why  we've  got  no 
vampires,  or  constipated  dragons  yet. 

WashSquare  shadow  dancers,  ranks  of  fading  tai  chi  bloomers,  uplift  their  petals  as  they  hug  the 
dawn,  army  and  Armani  jackets  rub  elbows,  off-Beat  poets  essay  to  suffer,  grit  their  teeth  as 
they  strain  chunky-style  espresso. 

Coit  Tower  and  the  Transylvania  Pyramid,  muted  monoliths,  busy  outliving  Julius'  Sand  Castle, 
await  future  civilizations'  puzzled  archaeologists,  who,  lacking  our  Edifice  Complex,  will  find 
our  mounds  of  garlic-laced  moltuskshells  more  intriguing,  and  Brisbane's  dump  a  buried-treasure 
trove. 

A  riot  of  wild!  parrots,  bred  from  brooding  escapees,  swoops,  dive-bombs  us  Caterpillars,  earth- 
movers  of  "The"  Hill.  Our  talon-ted  parrots  squawk  Mandarin,  Italiano  Toscano,  Pigeon 
English. ..they  can  screech,  "Where's  Coit  Tower?"  in  countless  tongues,  gorging  sun-fermented 
berries,  they  echo  Lenny  Bruce,  his  Broadway  shtick  passed  down  by  "word  of  beak",  hen  to 
chick:  "In  the  Hall  of  Justice,  the  only  justice  is  in  the  hall."  (One  dares  not  ask  what  Polly 
wants!) 

—as  Father  A1  Fresco  swings  open  the  orbs  of  God  at  Saints  Peter,  Paul  and  Mary,  the  manger 
sheltering  his  eclectic  flock,  and  strives  his  damdest  to  persuade  them  there's  indeed  Life  After 
San  Francisco.... 
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Telegraph  Hill  Revisited 

By  Helen  von  Ammon 


Advised  that  "weight  bearing"  exercises  would 
help  restore  long  unused  muscles  following  major 
surgeries,  and  eschewing  the  gym  scene,  I  resumed 
my  walks  on  Telegraph  Hill  where  I've  been  rooted 
for  26  years.  Mentally  persuaded  that  it  was  a  good 
thing  to  do,  still,  mounting  the  steep  hills  was  tough 
at  first.  I  mushed  on  showly,  steadily.  First  stop— 
Coit  Tower.  Dismayed  to  see  trash  spoil  this  famous 
public  area,  still  I  was  once  again  awed  by  the  stag¬ 
gering  view  of  the  whole  known  world. 

At  Filbert  and  Telegraph  Hill,  a  handily  placed 
dispenser  of  biodegradable  pick  up  mitts  entreats, 
"Pick  up  after  your  pet."  A  medal  to  the  inventor 
who  found  a  need  and  filled  it. 

Telegraph  Hill's  Montgomery  Street  is  a  miracle 
of  architecture  capturing  every  centimeter  of  avail¬ 
able  view,  space  with  original  ideas.  In  front  of  one 
building,  sculpted  twin  black  dogs  patiently  hold 
small  twin  baskets  in  their  teeth;  unfortunately,  it's 
necessary  to  chain  these  charmers  to  the  building. 
Walking  further,  I  found  Freda  Koblick's  exquisite 
acrylic  door,  cast  in  the  1950s,  safe  behind  a  black 
metal  gate.  This  is  not  the  generic  security  gate  most 
of  us  have.  This  gate  is  of  intricate,  interesting 
design,  believed  to  have  been  created  by  Steve 
Novak.  Freda  Koblick  was  one  of  the  very  first  to 
create  artistic  work  from  acrylics.  Her  great  acrylic 
sculpture  Night  Sky  soared  for  years  in  the 
International  Building  at  SFO.  Removed  for  clean¬ 
ing  and  earthquake  precaution,  alas,  it  still  has  not 
been  restored  to  its  impressive  overhead  location. 
Happily,  Freda  has  just  returned  from  London,  still 
works  in  her  San  Francisco  studio,  but  now  produces 
smaller  works. 

The  background  behind  a  Montgomery  Street 
fire  hydrant  warns,  "No  Dogs-Teacup  Poodles  OK." 


The  small  colorful  fresco  dated  1987  lovingly  hon¬ 
ors  Ginger,  an  apricot  poodle. 

Rediscovered  Jack  Early  Park  offers  a  different, 
smaller  view,  well  worth  climbing  steep  stairs 
almost  to  the  stars.  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers,  you 
can  be  proud  that  this  tiny  1962  area  was  recon¬ 
structed  with  your  help  in  1986.  At  the  end  of  the 
street  on  nearby  Pfeiffer  intrigued  viewers  watch  as 
gentle  winds  turn  rooftop  mobiles  slowly,  smoothly, 
in  complicated  and  intricate  movements. 

Braking  to  avoid  rolling  downhill,  I'm  amused 
by  numerous  prominently  displayed  signs  which 
sternly  advise  "No  Parking-Visualize  Being 
Towed."  "Attention— Chien  Bizarre."  "Attend  A1 
Cane"  (police  dog  illustrated).  And  I  wouldn't 
THINK  about  "Traverse  de  l'Enclos." 
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CRIME  WATCH 

By  Patricia  Cady 


Have  you  ever  wondered— should  I  call  a  cop? 
You  see  a  stranger  who  might  be  suspicious,  or  not; 
you  don't  want  to  over-react,  at  the  same  time  you 
want  to  protect  your  and  your  neighbors'  properties. 
The  December  arrest  of  a  cultured  Telegraph  Hill 
burglar  who  stole  classical  music  CDs  from  one 
house  and  broke  into  another  house  to  play  them 
isn't  that  amusing  an  anecdote  to  the  people  whose 
homes  were  burgled.  So  I  talked  to  Lieutenant  Tom 
Del  Torre  at  SFPD's  Central  Station  and  asked  for 
some  guidelines.  Here's  what  he  told  me. 

He  said,  neighbors  are  the  police  department's 
best  eyes  and  ears.  Call  a  cop  if  you  feel  uneasy— 
tell  SFPD  why  you’re  concerned,  then  get  out  of  the 
picture  and  let  an  officer  evaluate  the  situation.  Call 
SFPD's  Hot  Line  at  553-0123.  The  dispatcher  will 
send  an  officer  out— not  necessarily  to  arrest  anyone, 
but  to  ask  a  few  questions  to  confirm  the  legitimacy 
of,  for  example,  a  door-to-door  salesman.  (Of 
course,  report  emergencies  to  91 1.) 


The  Washington 
Square  inn 

1 660  Stockton  Street 
San  Francisco 
CA  941 33 

(415)  981-4220 


On  the  street,  observe  some  general  rules.  At 
night,  walk  on  the  best  lit,  busiest  streets.  Observe 
people  around  and  ahead  of  you  and  respect  a  wary 
feeling  by  crossing  the  street.  If  you're  accosted, 
yell— call  attention  to  yourself.  Walking  or  driving, 
use  your  cell  phone  to  report  suspicious  activities— 
the  cell  phone  is  a  major  new  tool,  the  Lieutenant 
says,  for  getting  SFPD  to  the  scene  just  ahead  of  a 
crime,  or  to  stop  a  crime  in  progress. 

Lieutenant  Del  Torre  is  glad  to  meet  with  small 
neighborhood  groups  to  discuss  specific  problems. 
You  can  reach  him  at  553-1532. 


What 


San  Francisco 

Is  Coming  To. 


1652  Stockton  St.  San  Francisco.  Lunch  &  Dinner  Daily. 
Sunday  Brunch.  Reservations  989-7800. 
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ELLISSED  OUT! 


By  Patricia  Cady 

A  once  obscure  law  called  the  Ellis  Act  allows 
property  owners  to  evict  tenants  in  30  days  provided 
owners  take  all  the  rental  units  in  the  building  off  the 
market. 

In  short,  property  owners  get  out  of  the  landlord 
business,  and  tenants  get  out.  They  have  no 
recourse  under  this  state  law,  which  supercedes  local 
laws,  including  Prop.  G  which  was  passed  last 
November  to  limit  owner  move-ins  and  protect 
senior  and  disabled  tenants  from  eviction.  Last 
year  185  San  Franciscans  were  Ellissed  Out  of  their 
buildings,  several  in  North  Beach-from  units  in 
1403  Kearny  and,  most  conspicuously,  from  121 
Varennes  where  four  remaining  tenants  will  have 
their  day  in  court  to  discover  whether  the  Ellis  Act  is 
bulletproof.  A  Superior  Court  Judge  overturned  a 
Municipal  Court  finding  (that  there  was  no  defense 
against  the  law),  and  ruled  that  the  four  can  take 
their  case  against  their  landlord  to  a  jury.  The  ten¬ 
ants'  case  hinges  on  the  argument  that  the  landlord's 
use  of  the  Ellis  Act  was  retaliatory  following  previ¬ 
ous  attempts  to  evict  them. 

Some  background:  Twenty  years  ago  rents  for 
a  one-bedroom  place  ran  $350-$600.  You  got  into  a 
building  because  someone  there  vouched  for  you  to 
the  landlord  who  generally  wanted  a  nice  person,  or 
couple,  who'd  pay  the  rent  on  time  and  stick  around 
for  a  while— vacancies  were  nuisances.  Those  were 
the  days  when  companies  planned  long-term  careers 
for  talented  employees,  who  unexpectedly  lost  their 
jobs.  Also  gone  are  those  property  owners  who  sold 
their  buildings  for  undreamed  of  prices. 

Technology,  deregulation,  mergers,  job  down¬ 
sizing,  and  a  dramatic  land  boom  brought  change 
that  affected  everyone  for  better  or  worse.  Some 
new  owners  needing  to  pay  off  big  notes  (and  per¬ 
form  overdue  building  repairs)  wished  to  replace  the 
formerly  valued  tenants  they  inherited,  with  people 
able  and  willing  to  pay  high  rents.  While  many 


longtime  renters  have  moved  on  others  don't  want  to 
leave.  Some  have  passed  peak  earning  years, 
retired;  unable  to  afford  rents  that  have  trebled,  at 
minimum,  citywide,  they've  been  distressed  to  see 
friends  forced  out  of  their  homes.  But  San 
Francisco  is  a  city  of  renters  whose  future  here 
depends  on  rent  control  and,  lately,  stricter  eviction 
laws.  Tenants  say— new  owners  knew  the  laws  when 
they  bought  the  building.  But  owners  want  more 
flexibility.  Under  the  Ellis  Act,  owners  may  sell  the 
vacated  units  to  tenants-in-common,  or  convert  them 
for  use  as  a  private  residence. 

Time  will  eventually  sort  all  this  out,  as  it  has 
previous  boom/bust  local  economies.  All  tenants 
leave  one  way  or  another,  sooner  or  later.  Not  soon 
enough  for  some  landlords,  but  too  soon  for  San 
Franciscans  who  mourn  the  gradual  loss  of  a  color¬ 
ful  North  Beach  neighborhood  where  rich  and  poor 
alike  thrived.  Joining  a  number  of  individuals  and 
organizations  who  have  expressed  their  concern  for 
the  continued  erosion  of  North  Beach's  character 
and  artistic  heritage,  including  displacement  of  low 
and  middle  income  residents,  Telegraph  Hill 
Dwellers  has  sent  a  letter  to  City  Planning  Director 
Gerald  Green. 

The  potential  negative  impact  on  the  rental 
housing  market  has  prompted  Supervisor  Sue 
Bierman  to  draft  legislation  that  would  require  own¬ 
ers  planning  to  invoke  the  Ellis  Act  to,  first,  seek 
permission  from  the  Planning  Department.  The 
Planning  Department  recently  denied  an  application 
by  the  owner  of  1403-1405  Montgomery  Street  who 
had  already  evicted  tenants  with  the  idea  of  merging 
the  two  buildings  into  one  large  residence.  Denial 
was  based  on  the  fact  that  the  project  is  not  consis¬ 
tent  with  the  City's  General  Plan  which  requires 
retention  of  housing  stock.  The  owner  brought  his 
case  to  the  Board  of  Appeals.  The  outcome  of  his 
appeal  and  further  developments  at  121  Varennes 
will  be  reported  in  the  next  Semaphore. 
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INJURED  NORTH  BEACH  BEAR  GETS  BIG 

ASSIST  FROM  LITTLE  BEAR’  By  June  A.  Osterberg 


North  Beach  takes  care  of  its  own!  The  North 
Beach  bear  is  coming  home!  Bravo! 

Two  things  happened  in  January  and  February 
to  carry  the  Bring  Back  the  Bear  Campaign  over  the 
top.  First,  on  January  13,  there  was  a  terrific  bene¬ 
fit,  and  then  on  February  9  the  San  Francisco 
Chronicle's  Leah  Garchik  made  her  lead  story 
"Saving  the  North  Beach  Bear."  The  benefit  at  Little 
City  Restaurant  brought  in  more  than  $1,000,  and 
Leah  Garchik's  account  of  the  plight  of  the  injured 
bear  so  touched  a  Daughter  of  North  Beach  that  she 
sent  a  check  for  $3,000.  With  her  check,  Elena 
Court  of  Brisbane  said  in  her  letter  that  her  maiden 
name,  Orsini,  means  "little  bear"  in  Italian,  and  she 
sent  help  for  the  vandalized  bear  as  soon  as  she  read 
about  the  fundraising  effort.  At  the  time  of  this  writ¬ 
ing,  contributions  were  still  flooding  in  from  the 
great  Leah  Garchik  plug. 

For  any  latecomers  to  this  ongoing  Semaphore 
series,  the  walking  bear  of  Marini  Plaza  was  severe¬ 
ly  damaged  some  three  years  ago  by  vicious  vandals 
and  had  to  go  into  a  prolonged  hibernation.  Its 
restoration  carried  a  price  tag  of  $5,000,  and  the 
money  had  to  be  raised  in  the  community  because 
the  City  budgets  so  little  to  maintain  its  public  art. 

The  campaign  began  with  Jars  on  Bars  in  the 
fall  of  1997.  Jars  placed  around  North  Beach  asked 
people  to  help  Repair  the  Bear.  Hundreds  of  affec¬ 
tionate  residents  threw  anonymous  bills  and  change 
into  the  jars.  $1,000  was  donated  in  this  manner, 
and  was  funneled  to  the  bear's  own  account  at  the 
San  Francisco  Art  Commission. 

Then  there  was  the  flurry  of  activity  in  early 
1999  that  resulted  in  a  happy  ending  to  the  cam¬ 
paign.  In  January  Ralph  and  Val  Tashjian  held  a 
benefit  at  their  Little  City  Restaurant  at  Union  and 
Powell  Streets,  across  Union  from  the  site  of  the 
missing  bear.  In  fact,  the  benefit  was  Ralph's  idea, 
with  Little  City  generously  offering  complimentary 


wine  and  hors  d'oeuvres  for  donations  of  $20  to  the 
bear  repair  fund.  Val  Tashjian  helped  design  the 
flyer  and  contributed  other  materials  and  ideas,  and 
was  the  gracious  hostess.  More  than  50  bear  back¬ 
ers  attended,  and  a  second  $1,000  went  into  the  kitty. 

Another  community-oriented  institution,  the 
North  Beach  Office  of  Bank  of  the  West,  paid  for 
printing  the  flyer  and  also  donated  little  bears  for  the 
drawing  at  the  benefit.  The  walking  bear  is  the 
Bank's  logo,  and  the  branch  manager,  Bachar 
Balach,  is  a  Telegraph  Hill  resident. 

Then  there  was  the  dazzling  development,  the 
major  bequest.  Mrs.  Court's  letter  explained  her 
wonderful  gift  this  way: 

"My  grandparents  settled  in  North  Beach  early 
this  century  and  my  father,  Caesar  Orsini,  grew  up 
and  worked  there  all  his  life. 

"I  happen  to  collect  bear  sculptures,  so  the 
restoration  of  this  particular  public  work  has  special 
meaning  to  me.  I  am  enclosing  a  check  for  $3,000 
to  provide  the  needed  funds  for  its  restoration. 

"I  am  sure  this  will  bring  my  late  father  a  small 
bit  of  happiness." 

At  this  same  time,  work  on  the  bear  was  mov¬ 
ing  toward  completion  at  Conservator  Genevieve 
Baird’s  studio. 

Thanks  to  everyone  who  ever  chucked  money 
into  the  Jars.  Special  thanks  to  the  three  places  that 
still  had  Jars  at  the  end--JB's  Hamburgers, 
Malvina's,  and  North  Beach  Antiques  & 
Collectibles.  Warm  thanks  to  Ralph  and  Val 
Tashjian,  to  Bachar  Balach,  and  to  Elena  Orsini 
Court. 

Now  the  fun  starts.  We  will  have  a  neighbor¬ 
hood  celebration  to  welcome  the  bear  home.  Watch 
for  flyers  about  the  bear  party,  and  please  check 
Peter  Overmire's  web  site  (www.THD.org)  for  the 
day  and  time— probably  in  May.  It  will  be  a  North 
Beach  happening. 
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THD  HOSTS  A  FUNDRAISER  FOR  WILD 
PARROTS  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 


By  Staci  Shember 

The  line  ran  down  the  block  and  around  the  cor¬ 
ner  to  get  into  THD's  fundraiser  for  a  film  about 
Mark  Bittner  and  Telegraph  Hill's  flock  of  wild  par¬ 
rots.  The  audience's  appetite  had  been  wetted  by 
television  coverage,  color  photographs  on  the  front 
pages  of  newspapers,  and  even  by  a  special  mention 
in  Phil  Frank's  Farley  comic  strip.  The  evening 
would  prove  to  be  well  worth  the  wait,  and  those  for¬ 
tunate  enough  to  get  inside  were  glad  they  suffered 
the  cold  to  get  a  ticket. 

Held  on  Thursday,  February  1 1  at  the  new  home 
of  the  Eureka  Theatre  Company,  the  event  was  a  spe¬ 
cial  blend  of  San  Francisco's  unique  personality:  a 
union  of  avian  ambassadors  for  the  wild  kingdom, 
performance  art  incorporating  film  and  live  perfor¬ 
mances  by  children,  and  a  very  real  and  human  story 
about  one  man's  dedication.  Held  to  raise  much 
needed  funds  to  complete  the  film,  "The  Wild 
Parrots  of  San  Francisco,"  the  evening  ended  up 
being  more  of  a  testiment  to  Mark  Bittner's  enduring 
friendship  to  the  flock,  with  support  and  recognition 
coming  from  everyone  from  Mark's  neighbors  to  the 
Mayor. 

First,  after  everyone  enjoyed  a  wine  and  cheese 
reception,  Mark  gave  one  of  his  best  talks  and 
slideshows  about  the  flock,  with  his  latest  pho¬ 
tographs  and  stories.  Then,  filmmaker  Judy  Irving 
showed  rough  footage  from  her  film,  while  Mark 
and  some  of  the  film's  child  actors  improvised  dia¬ 
log  to  go  with  the  footage.  Next,  the  producer  of  the 
film,  Christopher  Beaver  gave  a  moving  request  for 
donations  to  help  complete  the  picture,  especially 
urgent  given  Mark's  imminent  departure  from  the 
Hill.  Just  before  the  close  of  the  night,  Supervisor 
Mark  Leno  arrived  to  read  Mayor  Brown's 
Proclamation  of  February  1 1,  1999  as  Wild  Parrot 
Day  in  San  Francisco  and  the  Certificate  of  Honor 


from  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  the  highest  award 
they  can  give.  Word  also  came  that  one  of  Mark's 
great  hopes  for  the  flock  is  beginning  to  be  realized: 
San  Francisco's  animal  control  agency  is  proposing 
some  form  of  protection  for  the  City's  two  flocks  of 
parrots. 

All  the  actual  happenings  aside,  the  true  success 
of  the  evening  was  in  the  community  of  people  who 
gathered  together,  filling  the  seats,  standing  along 
the  walls  and  finally  crowding  the  isles  to  show  their 
support  and  warmth  for  this  man,  these  parrots  and 
their  story.  Mark's  five  year  tenure  as  friend,  care¬ 
taker  and  protector  of  the  flock  is  a  wonderfully 
unique  and  magical  moment  in  the  busy  happenings 
of  a  big  city.  Watching  the  parrots  fly  by  while 
walking  the  steps  to  Coit  Tower  remains  a  joyful  and 
raucous  reminder  of  the  specialness  of  this  neigh¬ 
borhood  and  all  its  residents,  avian  and  human.  In 
the  words  of  Aaron  Peskin,  "Telegraph  Hill  is  still  an 
oasis  for  exotics." 

The  organizers  would  like  to  thank  all  who  con¬ 
tributed  so  generously  to  the  evening  and  to  the  film. 
In  particular,  thanks  to  Richard  Cuneo  of  Sebastiani 
Vineyards,  who  donated  the  wine,  to  Leo  J. 
McLaughlin  III  who  donated  the  food  and  an  horo- 
rarium  to  the  theatre,  and  to  the  staff  of  the  Eureka 
Theatre,  for  all  their  help  in  loaning  THD  their  home 
for  the  night.  Mark  Bittner  would  really  like  to 
thank  the  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  for  organizing 
and  having  this  event. 

Donations  are  still  being  accepted  to  complete 
this  chronicle  of  Mark  and  the  parrots.  If  you  would 
like  to  contribute  to  the  film,  please  feel  free  to  con¬ 
tact  Staci  Shember  at  sirrobyn@msn.com  or  415- 
434-4625,  or  write  directly  to  IDG  Films  at  394 
Elizabeth  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114. 
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Barbarv  Coast  Trail  Plagues  Hitting  the  Streets 

By  Daniel  Bacon 


Look  around  the  historic  streets  of  San 
Francisco  these  days  and  chances  are  you’ll  spot  one 
of  the  bright  bronze  medallions  that  designate  the 
Barbary  Coast  Trail.  Four  years  ago  the  San 
Francisco  Historical  Society  set  out,  with  Boston’s 
Freedom  Trail  in  mind,  to  create  a  pathway  to  San 
Francisco’s  colorful  and  compelling  past.  The  result 
is  a  3.8-mile  walking  trail  and  20-minute  cable  car 
ride  through  the  historic  heart  of  the  city.  The  walk 
is  called  the  Barbary  Coast  Trail  in  honor  of  San 
Francisco’s  great  maritime  heritage,  once  famous  for 
its  bustling  port  and  infa¬ 
mous  for  its  shanghaiers  who 
kidnapped  sailors  to  serve  on 
ships  in  need  of  crew. 

From  the  center  of 
downtown  to  scenic  Aquatic 
Park,  the  trail  explores  neigh¬ 
borhoods  where  the  Gold 
Rush  brought  the  Wild  West 
and  Far  East  together  for  the 
first  time.  A  series  of  bronze 
medallions — emblazoned 
with  a  49er,  a  clipper  ship, 
and  Telegraph  Hill — mark 
the  path  at  every  street  cor¬ 
ner.  The  trail  connects  20 
historic  sites,  including  the 
oldest  Asian  temple  in  North 
America,  the  headquarters  of  the  Pony  Express,  the 
square  where  Sam  Brannan  ignited  the  Gold  Rush, 
the  last  shanghaiing  den  in  SF,  a  Bonanza  King  man¬ 
sion,  and  the  largest  collection  of  historic  ships  in 
the  U.S.  Six  local  history  museums — all  free  of 
charge — dot  the  trail,  each  revealing  a  rich  cultural 
heritage. 

The  trail  includes  well-known  sites — the  Old 
U.S.  Mint  for  instance — that  many  of  us  walk  by  fre¬ 
quently,  often  unaware  of  the  dramatic  history  at  our 
feet.  On  April  18,  1906  the  Old  Mint  held  a  third  of 


all  the  gold  reserves  in  the  U.S.,  making  it  the  "Fort 
Knox  of  the  West."  Fifty  mint  workers  armed  with 
only  a  one-inch  diameter  water  hose  locked  them¬ 
selves  inside  the  building  as  the  great  fire  outside 
raged.  For  seven  heroic  hours  they  fought  the  blaze 
from  inside  and  saved  the  $200  million  in  gold  in  the 
mint’s  vaults.  These  funds  were  crucial  for  rebuild¬ 
ing  the  city  while  fire-destroyed  banks  were  getting 
back  on  their  feet. 

The  trail  wends  its  way  to  lesser  know  sites  as 
well.  A  few  steps  up  from  Grant  Avenue  on  Waverly 

Place,  tendrils  of  incense 
emanate  from  the  balcony 
of  Tin  Hou  Temple,  the  old¬ 
est  Asian  temple  in  North 
America.  Established  in 
1852,  Tin  Hou  is  a  Taoist 
place  of  worship,  located 
on  the  top  floor  where  wor¬ 
shipers  believe  it  brings 
them  closer  to  heaven.  The 
walk  up  a  narrow  stairway 
into  the  temple  is  well 
worth  the  effort.  Inside, 
multicolored  tassels  dangle 
from  the  ceiling  and  an 
antique  red  and  gold  alter 
cradles  the  statue  of  Tin 
Hou,  Queen  of  the  Heavens 
and  Goddess  of  the  Seven  Seas.  A  stem  Chinese 
matron  wearing  a  black  silk  blouse  offers  a  scroll 
which  tells  the  story  of  her  goddess. 

The  trail  also  skirts  across  the  western  shoulder 
of  Telegraph  Hill  along  Grant  Avenue  and  Stockton 
Street.  Here  walkers  learn  of  the  marine  telegraph 
that  once  heralded  the  arrival  of  ships  during  the 
Gold  Rush  (and  gave  the  hill  its  name). 

To  raise  funds  for  the  creation  of  the  trail,  the 
San  Francisco  Historical  Society  has  created  a 
plaque  sponsorship  program.  Each  sponsor  will  have 


Barbary  Coast  Trail  Plaque 
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their  name  cast  into  a  plaque  that  will  be  perma¬ 
nently  set  into  the  sidewalk  to  mark  the  trail.  Plaque 
sponsorship  costs  $1,846,  which  is  fully  tax 
deductible. 

To  date,  120  of  the  150  trail  plaques  are  spon¬ 
sored.  Sponsors  range  from  private  citizens  to  nota¬ 
bles  such  as  Congresswoman  Pelosi,  Carlos 
Santana,  Wells  Fargo  Bank,  First  Congregational 
Church,  The  San  Francisco  Giants,  and  Moose’s 
Restaurant.  There  are  still  about  30  plaques  avail¬ 
able  in  the  North  Beach/Telegraph  Hill  area  and 
Chinatown.  If  you,  your  company,  or  a  friend  is 
interested  in  sponsoring  one  of  the  handsome 
bronze  plaques,  please  contact  Christina  Waldeck  at 
383-6211  or  Daniel  Bacon  641-5058.  Or  if  you 
would  like  information  about  joining  the  San 
Francisco  Historical  Society,  please  contact  Deanna 
Kastler  at  752-1521. 

FREE  SUNDAY  4:00  PM  CONCERTS 


Sean  O’Donnell 
Handyman 

“Anything  can  be  fixed 
except  a  fallen  souffle.” 

30  years  experience. 

Local  &  neighborhood  references. 

A  Telegraph  Hill  Dweller 
since  1982 

415-398-1205 


History.  Located  at  the  comer  of  Vallejo  Street 
and  Columbus  Avenue,  St.  Francis  of  Assisi  Church 
was  established  in  1849  as  the  first  parish  church  in 
California.  Closed  in  1994,  it  reopened  on  February 
22,  1998  as  The  Shrine  Church  of  St.  Francis  of 
Assisi  which  is  open  to  people  of  all  faiths  from 
around  the  world. 

During  its  first  year  as  a  Shrine  visitors  from  58 
countries  signed  the  guest  book.  All  are  welcome  to 
stop  by  for  quiet  reflection  any  day  between  11:00 
AM  and  4:00  PM. 

Programs.  The  Shrine's  Sunday  Concerts, 
offered  free  to  the  public,  feature  guest  artists  and 
the  Shrine's  own  musicians  in  performances  of 
chamber  and  choral  music  as  well  as  recitals  on  the 
acclaimed  Schoenstein  pipe  organ. 

March  14  The  Lamentations  of  Jeremiah  by 

Thomas  Tallis,  sung  by  the  Shrine's 
Schola  Cantorum. 

March  21  All-Bach  Organ  Recital  by 

John  Renke. 


March  28 

Music  for  Holy  Week,  sung  by 
the  Shrine's  Schola  Cantorum. 

April  4 

Easter  Day  Organ  Recital  by  John 
Renke. 

April  1 1 

The  Bible  Songs  of  Charles  Villiers 
Stanford,  sung  by  Todd  Donovan, 
Baritone. 

April  18 

Four  Hymns  for  Tenor 

and  Viola  by  Vaugn  Williams, 

sung  by  Andrew  Morgan,  Tenor. 

April  25 

Concert  by  the  San  Anselmo 

Festival  Singers. 

May  2 

Florilegia,  a  choral  and  instrumental 
ensemble. 

May  9 

Organ  Recital  by  Michael 
Moreskins. 

May  16 

Organ  Recital  by  Robert  Guemey. 

May  23 

Organ  Recital  by  John  Renke 

May  30 

Organ  Recital  by  James  Welch 
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Your  Hosts: 
Chef  Rick  Hackett 
S  Meredith  Melville, 
Mark  Mcleod 


Open  seven  days  a  week 
Live  jazz  nightly 


Monday-Thursday 


11:30  A.M.-  11:30  P.M. 

Private  parties 
may  be  arranged 


I  D  E  W  A  L  K 
A  F  E 


Friday-Saturday 
11:30  A.M.  -  12:30  P.M. 

Sunday 
11:30  a.m.  -  11  P.M. 

Valet  parking 


504  Broadway  at  Kearny,  San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
phone  415  •  982  •  6223  fax  415  •  397  •  7244 


Unione  Sportiva  Restaurant 

Family-owned,  family-style  Italian  Dining  Sincel963 
Newly  remodeled  &  refurbished. 

Monday-Friday  Breakfast:  7  a.m.-  1 1  a.m. 

Lunch:  11  a.m.-  4  p.m. 

Dinner:  5  p.m.- 12  a.m. 

Saturday-Sunday  Brunch:  8  a.m.-  4  p.m. 

Dinner:  5  p.m.-  12  a.m. 

Your  Hosts:  Chef  Rick  Hackett  &  Al  Cipollina 

431  Columbus  at  Stockton,  San  Francisco  • 


415-362-6251 


% 
•t,  •; 


'  *  • 


401  Col  urn  bus  at  Vallejo, 
San  Francisco 

415-392-1472 

Ristorante  and  ciccketti  bar — tapas  in  tlie 
Ital  ian  style. 

Open  seven  days  a  wee  k,  11:30  a.m.  to  12  a.m. 
Valet  parking 

Your  Hosts:  Ckef  Rick  Hackett 
&  Hanna  Suleiman 
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THD  Committees  Need  You... 


You  can  make  a  difference! 
Join  one  of  THD's  commit¬ 
tees,  meet  and  work  with 
your  fellow  Hill  Dwellers  to 
improve  life  on  the  Hill. 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEES 

Neighborhood 

Beautification 

Co-chairs  Suzanne  Nelson, 
986-6210;  Staci  Shember, 
434-4625.  Creates  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  improve,  beautify,  and 
preserve  the  Hill.  Through  its 
awards  program,  recognizes 
individuals  and  businesses 
who  enhance  our  neighbor¬ 
hood.  Facilitates  cleanup,  gar¬ 
dening  and  grafitti  removal. 

N.E.R.T.  June  Fraps,  392- 
1187.  Energizes  members  to 
take  emergency  disaster 
response  training  program 
sponsored  by  the  City. 

Parking  and  Traffic.  Howard 
Wong,  982-5055.  Represents 
THD  before  City  agencies  on 
traffic  control,  curb  markings 
and  Muni  service,  cooperating 
with  other  neighborhood 
groups. 


Pioneer  Park  Improvement 
Project.  Howard  Wong,  982- 
5055.  Ongoing  project 
enhances  the  open  space 
around  Coit  Tower,  improving 
accessibility  and  safety 
through  planning,  landscaping 
work  parties  and  fundraising. 

Planning  and  Zoning.  Co¬ 
chairs  Aaron  Peskin,  986- 
7014;  Nancy  Shanahan,  986- 
7094.  Monitors  and  reviews 
proposed  development  pro¬ 
jects  for  consistency  with 
applicable  City  ordinances. 
Works  with  Planning 
Department  staff  and  repre¬ 
sents  THD  before  the 
Landmarks  Board,  Planning 
Commission,  Zoning 

Administrator  and  other  regu¬ 
lating  bodies  to  protect  his¬ 
toric  resources  and  maintain 
neighborhood  character. 
Assists  members  to  learn  more 
about  and  participate  in  plan¬ 
ning  and  zoning  issues. 

STANDING 

COMMITTEES 

Budget.  Paul  Switzer,  788- 
8667.  As  prescribed  in  bylaws 
for  Treasurer. 


Membership.  James 

Attwood,  433-6118.  As  pre¬ 
scribed  in  bylaws  for 
Financial  Secretary. 

Program.  Co-chairs  Nancy 
Thompson,  434-2649;  Mary 
Purdy-Read,  433-9626. 
Arranges  social  events, 
including  quarterly  member¬ 
ship  meetings  and  get- 
acquainted  social  functions. 

Semaphore.  Patricia  Cady, 
397-2175.  The  editor  and  staff 
produce  a  quarterly  magazine 
for  THD  members. 


This  may  be  your 
last  Semaphore 

If  the  mailing  label  on  this 
Semaphore  is  dated  12/1/98  or 
earlier,  your  membership  has 
lapsed  and  we  hope  you’ll  rec¬ 
tify  that  situation  with  a  check. 
If  you  think  our  records  are 
incorrect  or  you  are  in  doubt 
about  your  membership  status, 
please  call  James  Attwood, 
433-6 1 1 8,  or  drop  a  note  to 
THD,  Membership,  PO  Box 
330159,  San  Francisco  CA 
94133.  We  want  to  keep  you 
with  us! 
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REAL  *  ESTATE 

Selling  fine  properties  since  1973. 

Resident  and  property  owner  on  Telegraph  Hill  since  1976. 

Please  call  us  or  visit  our  website  at 
www.sffinehomes.com 

215  Chestnut  Street  San  Francisco  CA  94133 
(415)  362-1100  Fax  (415)  362-8500 

THD  CALENDAR 

•  2nd  Saturday  Stair  &  Garden  Work  Parties.  April  1 1 .  May  9. 
June  13.  Meet  at  Pioneer  Park.  For  more  information  call 
391-9919. 

•  Through  March.  Stackpole  Exhibit.  Seepage  15. 

•  Monday,  April  12.  Election  of  new  THD  Officers  at  the 
General  Membership  Dinner  Meeting.  Time  and  location  on 
postcard  invitation. 

•  Saturday,  May  8.  Tel-Hi  fundraiser  at  Bimbo’s.  Invitation 
will  be  mailed. 

•  June  12-13.  North  Beach  Festival. 

Schedules  of  Committee  Meetings 

Planning  &  Zoning :  Last  Wednesdays.  Call  for  time  and  loca¬ 
tion.  986-7070. 

Parking  &  Traffic:  Second  Saturdays  at  1 1  AM  at  Little  City 
Restaurant,  Union  and  Powell  Streets. 

Neighborhood  Beautification:  First  Mondays.  Call  for  time  and 
location.  986-6210  or  434-4625. 

Friends  of  Washington  Square  Park:  Second  Tuesdays  at  SAM 
at  Malvina's,  Stockton  and  Union  Streets.  Call  to  confirm  meet¬ 
ing.  982-3314. 
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